
Important Dates

9/4/2017 - No School
Labor Day

9/19/2017 - 2:30 Dismissal 

10/5/2017 - Noon Dismissal

10/6/2017 - No School
Teacher Institute

10/9/2017 - No School

10/13/2017 - End of First Quarter
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From the desk of principal Patrick Leonard

Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year! We continue to publicize this newsletter 
in an e�ort to better communicate with the members of the Ottawa Township 
High School learning community.  Every few months a new issue of the newslet-
ter will be linked to the Ottawa Township High School webpage.  In each of the 
newsletters we will provide information to you about what is happening in our 
academic departments.  We will also provide you with information from the 
administration when it is necessary.  For instance, please mark your calendars as 
we will be holding parent/teacher conferences on Tuesday, October 24, 2017 
and Thursday, October 26, 2017 from 5:00-7:30. For further 2017 school calendar 
highlights, please see the following page.  Also, continue to check this link 
throughout the school year for information about the great things that are 
taking place at Ottawa Township High School.  
 
Please welcome to Ottawa Township High School the following new members of 
our sta� or those who are in a di�erent position this school year.  
 
 Jennifer Crum- Physical Education and Health Teacher  
 Steve Feyerer- Math Teacher     
 Kristin Heredia- Dean of Students     
 Greg Hughes- Science Teacher       
 Krystal Johnson- English Teacher     
 Dan Le- Math Teacher to Instructional Coach 
 Drake Leeper- Physical Education Teacher 
 Aubrey Mikos- Science Teacher  
 Julia Pacholski- Paraprofessional 
 Amy Stumpf- Library/Media Specialist  
 
Over the course of the 2017-2018 school year, please contact the school by 
phone (815) 433-1323 or by email if you have any comments, questions, or 
concerns.   
 
Thank you and have a great 2017-2018 school year! 
 
Sincerely, Patrick Leonard, Principal Ottawa Township High School 



Ottawa Township High School 2017-18 School Calendar Highlights 
 
Monday, September 4, 2017   No School – Labor Day  
Friday, October 6, 2017    No School – Teacher Institute #2 
Monday, October 9, 2017    Columbus Day – No School 
Tuesday, October 24, 2017   2:30 Student Dismissal; P/T Conferences 5:00 – 7:30 
Thursday, October 26, 2017   2:30 Student Dismissal; P/T Conferences 5:00 – 7:30 
*Wednesday, November 22, 2017   No School – Students and Teachers 
Thursday, November 23, 2017   Thanksgiving Day – No School 
Friday, November 24, 2017   Thanksgiving Break – No School 
*Wednesday, December 20, 2017   Last Day of 1st Semester Final Exams 
Thursday, December 21, 2017    Winter Break Begins  
Wednesday, January 3, 2018   Teacher Institute #3 
Thursday, January 4, 2018   All Students Report 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018   Open House  
Monday, January 15, 2018   No School – Martin Luther King Day 
Monday, February 19, 2018   No School – Presidents’ Day  
Monday, March 26, 2018    Spring Break Begins (Spring Break March 26 – April 2, 2018) 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018    Sta�/Students Return from Spring Break 
Tuesday, April 10, 2018    SAT Administration for Juniors 
*Friday, May 18, 2018    Last Day of 2nd Semester Final Exams 
Friday, May 25, 2018     Teacher Institute #4 
Friday, May 25, 2018     Graduation  
 
Notes: 
*Final Exam Days in December and May are subject to change based on the use of emergency days during the 
2017-18 school year. 
 
Grading Periods:  1st Nine Weeks   August 15 – October 13, 2017  
   2nd Nine Weeks  October 16 – December 20, 2017 
   3rd Nine Weeks  January 4 – March 9, 2018   
   4th Nine Weeks  March 12 – May 18, 2018    

12:00 Dismissals:  Thursday, October 5, 2017    
   Friday, February 16, 2018    

2:30 Dismissals:   Tuesday, August 15, 2017 through 
   Friday, August 25, 2017    
   Tuesday, September 19, 2017   
   Tuesday, October 24, 2017  
   Thursday, October 26, 2017  
   Tuesday, November 7, 2017  
   Tuesday, November 21, 2017   
   Tuesday, December 5, 2017   
   Wednesday, January 10, 2018 – Open House 
   Tuesday, January 23, 2018   
   Tuesday, February 27, 2018  
   Tuesday, March 13, 2018   
   Friday, March 23, 2018 
   Tuesday, April 17, 2018   
   Tuesday, May 8, 2018  
 



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year. As we begin we would like to welcome our two new teachers. Mrs. Aubrey 
Mikos who is teaching Astronomy and Biology, and Mr. Greg Hughes who is teaching Geoscience, Geology, and 
Biology. 

The recycling club had their �rst meeting this past week and they will be meeting in Room 708. The Chemistry 
Club will have their �rst meeting next week and will be meeting after school in Room 703 as normal. There are 
plans to have several guest speakers this year and we will be partnering with the IVCC ChemClub and StemClub 
for those and a couple of other activities. Please listen to the announcements or check the webpages for more 
information and meeting dates.

Of course the big thing this week was the eclipse. Luckily the clouds broke just enough to see the majority of the 
event. Mrs. Mikos took a group of 22 students outside to safely view the event with eclipse glasses. Mr. Hughes 
had a classroom set of eclipse glasses and his geology students were able to view it from the room 708 classroom, 
which has a row of South facing windows. Mr. Leonard was able to get a number of pictures using the schools 8” 
re�ecting telescope and his students could safely look at the eclipse using the telescope with solar �lter and 
several pairs of eclipse glasses from Room 703. Retired Science teachers Mrs. Sheridan and Mrs. Schafer traveled 
south to be in the path of totality. If you missed it the next total eclipse visible to us will be on April 8, 2024 and 
again pass over Southern Illinois and Indiana. Mrs. Schafer sent us the picture that she took during totality. We 
welcome all the students back and encourage all of them to come in to get extra help from their teacher or the 
core tutoring program if they are having di�culty. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

The Special Education Department is excited to start out the new school year.  We would like to welcome two 
new members to our wonderful department: Ms. Julia Pacholski is a new paraprofessional and Mrs. Sarah 
Timmons is our new secretary: an OHS alum.
 
All of us are working diligently to make sure that the OHS students with IEP’s are being educated in the least 
restrictive environment while achieving their post-secondary goals.   Please feel free to contact your child’s 
case manager with any questions, comments, or concerns!



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

    August has returned students and teachers to the classroom, and the OTHS English department is happy to be 
back. We know that the 2017-18 school year will be exciting and �lled with incredible opportunities for both 
students and teachers. Our sincere wish is that in 2017-18 each one of us will grow and develop. Please know that 
we want to be as helpful as possible this school year to both you and your student(s). If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact your student’s English teacher. Our teachers can be reached most easily via the school 
email. We know that maximum growth and development will occur only when we all work together, so we are 
counting on you to partner with us.

  New this year to the OTHS English department is English teacher Krystal Johnson. Mrs. Johnson is a former 
Ottawa High School student and a former teacher at St Anthony High School in E�ngham.  She is very excited to 
be back onboard the OHS Pirate ship! She will be teaching English II (both Speech and Composition) and English 
III. Welcome home!

  So, let’s get this new school year started! We truly believe that this can be the best school year ever--as long as we 
are all in the educational process together.  It’s a fact: when parents and teachers work side by side, the child 
always wins. So, let’s get busy; let’s get started, and let’s make the 2017-18 school year the best!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

The physical education department is o� to a quick start this year!   All classes are conducting a baseline �tness 
test using the FITNESSGRAM program.  
What is FITNESSGRAM?

FITNESSGRAM is a tool used to assess physical �tness and physical activity levels for children. The assessment 
includes a variety of health-related physical �tness tests that are used to determine students’ overall physical 
�tness and suggest areas for improvement when appropriate.

FITNESSGRAM assesses the areas of health-related �tness (aerobic capacity, muscular strength and endurance, 
�exibility, and body composition) through a variety of test items. Each score is evaluated against the Healthy 
Fitness Zone standards.  The Healthy Fitness Zone represents the level of �tness needed for good health. The 
FITNESSGRAM assessment is a measure of good health as opposed to athletic ability.  Using these standards helps 
to minimize comparisons between children and emphasize personal �tness for health rather than goals based 
solely on performance.  Since only modest amounts of exercise are needed for obtaining health bene�ts, most 
students who participate in physical activity almost every day will be able to achieve a score that will place them 
in the healthy �tness zone. The report explains in non-technical terms why physical activity is important and how 
regular activity leads to improved health and �tness.

***IMPORTANT***
PE uniforms can be purchase at the school in either the girls or boys locker room. Costs are as follows: 
T-Shirt      $7.00
So�e (girl) Shorts   $7.00
Long Mesh (boys)   $9.00

*** Rental uniforms are also available on a daily basis, cost to rent is $1.00.



MATH DEPARTMENT

WELCOME BACK!  The math department is excited about starting another new year.  Parents, 
we appreciate all the support that you give your students and recognize that it really does make a di�erence.   
The following are some tips on ways to help your student.
 
 • Please make sure that your student has the required materials and brings them to class every day.    
 Ask them if they need a notebook, pencils, a pencil case, calculator, or a three ring binder.  
 
 • Expect your student to have math homework every night.  In order for students to better understand 
 and master mathematics, we do assign homework almost every night.  Very rarely will they not have 
 an assignment.
 
 • Check on-line progress.  We are working diligently to get the grades on-line as soon as possible.   It   
 really helps to catch problems early on so that we can get your student the help that they need.
 
 • Encourage your student to get help when needed – either from the teacher, a tutor, another student  
 who has already taken the class, or from others in the class.   A study group of students taking the   
 same subject can be very helpful.  But please be sure to encourage them to work together, making   
 sure everyone understands the problems and not just copying to get the assignment completed.  Our  
 goal is for each student to learn the material.
 
 • Ask your student, “What did you learn in math class today?”  By explaining and discussing the   
 concepts that they learned about in class, your student is reinforcing and better learning the ideas   
 that they covered in class!  Plus, you have the added bene�t of knowing that they were paying atten  
 tion and working hard!
 
 • Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, please email your student’s teacher.  You can find the   
 appropriate email address on the Ottawa High website.  We check email regularly and will respond   
 quickly.

VOCATIONAL & BUSINESS DEPARTMENTS

Mr. Cooper’s Personal Finance classes are learning about the basics of stocks and the stock market.  To help 
educate the students in these areas, the students have created a stock portfolio that they will monitor during 
the semester.  Each student did research and received recommendations for ten stocks to purchase.  After 
receiving the recommendations, they learned how to determine the cost for one share of the stock.  To com-
plete compiling the portfolio the students had to determine how many shares of each stock that they wanted 
to purchase.  Below is an example of one entry in the portfolio.

Name   Symbol Exchange Shares  Price  Amount
General Electric GE  NYSE  400  24.42  $9,768

Upon completion of the semester, the students should have an understanding of the advantages and disad-
vantages of investing in the stock market and the volatility associated with it.

SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Students from Mr. Springer's US History and State and Local History attended the 6th annual W.H.L. Wallace 
Memorial Civil War Event on August 26 and 27.  Mr. Springer's State and Local History class is also preparing 
for an upcoming two day tour of the Reddick Mansion provided by the Reddick Mansion Association.



ART DEPARTMENT

In 1982, the US House of Representatives founded the Congressional Art Competition. The competition is an 
annual exhibit that is open to high school students across the country. This year, one of our students was  recog-
nized as a district winner. OTHS Senior, AP artist Brooke Pentecost submitted her watercolor painting to Con-
gressman Adam Kinzinger’s o�ce and it was selected to represent the 16th Congressional District. Her painting 
will be on display for the next year in the Cannon Tunnel, which leads to the US Capitol. She was busy over the 
summer with her trip to Washington D.C..  Way to go, Brooke! Check out Brooke's story here. 

http://www.mywebtimes.com/news/local/ohs-senior-s-artwork-wins-her-trip-to-d-c/article_f0c62fb0-5d68-5619-b305-9f40b91aeafc.html

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

OTHS Band
On August 20, the OTHS Marching Pirates had their second performance at the Grand Ridge Parade.  On a warm 
Sunday afternoon, the band performed Think from their halftime show and the school song pep.  On Friday, 
September 1, the band performed their �rst football game of the year.  Their halftime show theme this year is the 
Blues Brothers.  On September 2, the Marching Pirates also traveled to Northwestern University to perform in 
their band day.

OTHS Choir
The OTHS Choirs are in full swing preparing for the ILMEA Auditions.  The auditions are on September 30 and 
determine who will go on to perform in the district and all-state festivals.  Each choir is busy preparing the 
required selections for the audition.


