
Important Dates

4/18/2014 - No School
Good Friday

4/21/2014 - No School
Easter Monday

5/26/2014 - No School
Memorial Day

5/28-30/14 - Semester Exams

5/30/2014 - Graduation
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Welcome to the 2014-15 school year!  We continue to publicize this newsletter in an e�ort to better communicate with 
the members of the Ottawa Township High School learning community.  Every few months a new issue of the newsletter 
will be linked to the Ottawa Township High School webpage.  In each of the newsletters we will provide information to 
you about what is happening in our academic departments.  We will also provide you with information from the adminis-
tration when it is necessary.  For instance, please mark your calendars as we will be holding parent/teacher conferences 
on Tuesday, October 28, 2014 and Thursday, October 30, 2014 from 5:00 – 7:30.  Continue to check this link throughout 
the school year for information about the great things that are taking place at Ottawa Township High School.  Please 
contact the school by phone (815) 433-1323 or by email if you have comments, questions, or concerns during the course 
of the 2014-15 school year.

Ottawa Township High School
2014-15 School Calendar Highlights

Friday, October 10, 2014  ROE Teacher Institute 
Monday, October 13, 2014  Columbus Day – No School
Tuesday, October 28, 2014  2:30 Student Dismissal; P/T Conferences 5:00 – 7:30
Thursday, October 30, 2014  2:30 Student Dismissal; P/T Conferences 5:00 – 7:30
Tuesday, November 11, 2014  No School – Veterans’ Day 
*Wednesday, November 26, 2014 No School – Students and Teachers
Thursday, November 27, 2014  Thanksgiving Day – No School
Friday, November 28, 2014  Thanksgiving Break – No School
December 17, 18, and 19, 2014  Final Exams
Monday, December 22, 2014  Winter Break Begins 
Monday, January 5, 2015  Teacher Institute
Tuesday, January 6, 2015  All Students Report
Monday, January 19, 2015  No School – Martin Luther King Day
Monday, February 16, 2015  No School – Presidents’ Day 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015  ACT – 12:00 Dismissal Tentative
Monday, March 30, 2015  Spring Break Begins (March 30 – April 6)
Tuesday, April 7, 2015   Sta�/Students Return from Spring Break
**May 19, 20, and 21, 2015  Final Exams
Monday, May 25, 2015  Memorial Day – No School (If we are in session.)
***Friday, May 29, 2015  Teacher Institute
***Friday, May 29, 2015  Graduation 

Notes:
*With parent/teacher conferences being conducted on October 28 and October 30, 2014, school will not be in session on Wednesday, November 26, 2014.
**Final Exam Days in May are subject to change based on the use of emergency days during the 2014-15 school year.
***Graduation and Teacher Institute may be moved to June 5, 2015 depending on the use of emergency days during the course of the 2014-15 school year.

Grading Periods:
1st Nine Weeks  August 14 – October 17, 2014 (44 days)
2nd Nine Weeks October 20 – December 19, 2014 (42 days)
3rd Nine Weeks January 6 – March 6, 2015 (42 days) 
4th Nine Weeks March 9 – May 21, 2015 (48 days)

 
Thank you and have a great 2014-15 school year!

Sincerely,
Michael Cushing, Principal
Ottawa Township High School

From the desk of principal Mike Cushing

2014-2015 Early Dismissals

12:00 Dismissals: 
Thursday, October 9, 2014   
Friday, January 16, 2015 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015 (Tentative – ACT) 
 

2:30 Dismissals: 
Tuesday, September 23, 2014  
Tuesday, October 28, 2014
Thursday, October 30, 2014  
Tuesday, November 25, 2014
Tuesday, December 16, 2014
Thursday, January 15, 2015
Tuesday, February 24, 2015  
Friday, March 27, 2015
Tuesday, April 21, 2015   
Monday, May 18, 2015 (tentative) 



English Department

    The OTHS English department is excited to be back in our classrooms. We know that the 2014-15 school year will 
be �lled with incredible opportunities for our students and also for us as their teachers. Our wish is that 2014-15 will 
see each one of us grow and develop. Know that we want to be as helpful as possible this school year to you and 
your student. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your student’s teacher. Our teachers can be 
reached most easily via the school email. We know that maximum growth and development will occur when we all 
work together. We are counting on you to partner with us.
  
   New this year to the OTHS English department (and all other departments) is the acquisition of ipads for the 
teachers. With ipads teachers will be able to access apps and other instructional tools to help students improve 
vocabulary, grammar, reading, inference, and writing skills. We are hoping that this will engage and help our 
students as they prepare for classroom assessments as well as the ACT and PARCC tests. Teachers will be attending 
departmental instructional seminars to help us integrate this technology into our classrooms. It is an exciting time 
here at OHS!
   
   So let’s get started! We truly believe that this can be the best school year ever--as long as we are all in the educa-
tional process together.  It’s a fact: when parents and teachers work side by side, the child always wins. So, let’s get 
busy, get started, and make the 2014-15 school year a win!

Guidance Center News

The Guidance Center is located in room 203 in the main building.  Our counselors provide programs and services 
to approximately 1500 students, faculty and sta�.

The department includes:
Mrs. Sandy Carlson - Guidance Secretary, Ext. #2494
Mrs. Katie Riordan – Special Needs Counselor, Ext. #2448
Mrs. Melissa Basil – Freshman Academy Class Counselor, Ext. #2412
Mrs. Kim Swords – Sophomore Class Counselor– Ext. #2400
Mrs. Karen Stachowiak – Junior Class Counselor, Ext. #3319
Mrs. Jenny Rios – Senior Class Counselor, Ext. #2501

The Guidance Center provides students grades 9-12 with Academic, Career and Social/Emotional support.   
Students may see a counselor by obtaining a pass from their classroom teacher, completing a “blue” request 
form when their counselor is unavailable, or by stopping in before or after school.
Our new OTHS website, www.ottawahigh.com, contains current school information for students and parents.  
You may check each counselor’s link under “Teacher Index” for class speci�c details and the “Guidance Depart-
ment” link under Parent Resources for general information.  

We encourage you to check the Skyward Family Access frequently for grades, missing homework assignments, 
and attendance.  We also use this tool to get messages to you that are pertinent to each class. By making your 
e-mail address available, you will also get these messages that way.  Feel free to call any of us if you have any 
questions about getting onto Skyward.
We wish all students a successful 2014-15 school year!

Science Department

The science department would like to welcome Mr. James Pfei�er to the faculty. Mr. Pfei�er 
is teaching chemistry and meteorology and student taught at OTHS in 2013. We would also 
like to welcome all the students back as well.



Math Department

Welcome Back!  The math department is excited about starting another new year.  Parents, we appreciate all the 
support that you give your students and recognize that it really does make a di�erence.   The following are some tips 
on ways to help your student.

• Please make sure that your student has the required materials and brings them to class every day.    
 Ask them if they need a notebook, pencils, a pencil case, calculator, or a three ring binder.  

• Expect your student to have math homework every night.  In order for students to better understand   
 and master mathematics, we do assign homework almost every night.  Very rarely will they not have   
 an assignment.
 
• Check on-line progress.  We are working diligently to get the grades on-line as soon as possible.   It   
 really helps to catch problems early on so that we can get your student the help that they need.

• Encourage your student to get help when needed – either from the teacher, a tutor, another student   
 who has already taken the class, or from others in the class.   A study group of students taking the   
 same subject can be very helpful.  But please be sure to encourage them to work together, making   
 sure everyone understands the problems and not just copying to get the assignment completed.    
 Our goal is for each student to learn the material.

• Ask your student, “What did you learn in math class today?”  By explaining and discussing the    
 concepts that they learned about in class, your student is reinforcing and better learning the ideas   
 that they covered in class!  Plus, you have the added bene�t of knowing that they were paying 
 attention and working hard!

• Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, please email your student’s teacher.  You can find the   
 appropriate email address on the Ottawa High website.  We check email regularly and will respond   
 quickly.

Standards for Mathematical Practice

The math department has been working to implement the Common Core Standards adopted by the state of Illinois.  
In addition to aligning our curriculum to the content standards, we are also looking at ways to implement the Stan-
dards for Mathematical Practices.  These standards focus more on the “how” to learn mathematics, rather than the 
“what” which is included in the content standards.  Ultimately, we want students to know how to be problem solvers.  
College professors rate the Mathematical Practice Standards as more important for success than the actual content 
standards.   With that in mind, the math department would like to share these standards with you.  In this newsletter, 
we will just list them and go into more detail about each standard in future newsletters. 

Standards for Mathematical Practices
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
4. Model with Mathematics.
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.
6. Attend to precision.
7. Look for and make use of structure.
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

Our goal in the math department is to help students connect these mathematical practice standards to the content 
standards in order to enhance their understanding of mathematics.  We want to move them from just following 
procedures to understanding so that they will be able to utilize the tools that they are learning in math class to 
become e�ective and successful problem solvers in both college and their careers.



Music Department

The OHS Marching Band has had a busy start to their year.  They began in early August when they marched the 
Ottawa Riverfest Parade.  The band was awarded �rst place in the music division.

They supported the Grand Ridge Village with a marching appearance in their Community Days Parade.  

The Marching Band will appear in their �rst home boys football game on Friday, August 29.  During halftime, they 
will present movie music, a chart by Ray Charles, a current pop tune, and a salute to the US military with a patriotic 
piece.  

On Saturday, September 6, the band will travel to Northwestern University and participate in their annual High 
School Band Day where Northwestern hosts Northern Illinois University.  In addition to the 20 high school bands 
that will perform the halftime music, the Marching Huskies from NIU will also share the field.

Art Department

The art department is looking forward to another great school year. This year, Mrs. Carroll is teaching 
Foundations of art, Advanced Concepts in Art and AP 2D Studio Art. Mr. Alvarado is teaching Crafts and 
Three-Dimensional Design. Mr. Olesen is teaching Art and Composition, Graphic Design and Digital 
Photography. As the art courses begin, students are expected to have the appropriate materials for each 
class. If you need to purchase art materials, they can be found locally at Wal-Mart and Hobby Lobby, or 
they can be purchased online through Dick Blick.

Physical Education Department

Physical Education uniforms may be purchased from any P.E. teacher. 
Shirts $6.00
Shorts $8.00 and $6.00

All teachers have a web site for any information that may be needed for the class.

Bowling will begin next 6 weeks which will start Sept. 29th The cost is $1.50 per day. You may not pay in a 
advance before the class.


