
Important Dates

11/20/2018 - 2:30 Dismissal

11/21-23/2018 - No School

12/4/2018 - 2:30 Dismissal

12/19/2018 - 2:30 Dismissal
1st Day of exams (7th period)

12/20/2018 - 12:05 Dismissal
2nd Day of Exams (1-3 periods)

12/21/2018 - 12:05 Dismissal
3rd Day of Exams (4-6 periods)
End of 1st Semester

12/24/2018 - 1/7/2019 - No School
Winter Break

1/8/2019 - School Resumes
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From the desk of Principal Patrick Leonard
Please contact OTHS if you have changed your address or your phone number. It is 
important that we have your up-to-date information if your son or daughter becomes 
ill, if important information needs to be sent home via the telephone (i.e. weather-relat-
ed cancellation of school), or if we need to contact you during the school day. Please call 
the school (815-433-1323) if you have not received any automated calls during the �rst 
semester of the school year. 
 
The �rst semester of the 2018-19 school year will end on Friday, December 21.  Final 
Exams will be administered December 19-21, 2018.  Winter Break will begin on Monday, 
December 24, 2018. Students will return to school on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 for the 
start of the second semester of the 2018-19 school year. Please note that school will be 
closed on January 21 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

Final Exam Schedule  
Day 1 Exam Schedule (December 19, 2018) 7th Hr. Exam 8:00 – 9:15 
 1 9:21 – 9:59 (38) 
 2 10:05 – 10:43 (38) 
 3 10:49 – 11:27 (38) 
 4 11:33 – 1:00 (87)     

     4A Lunch 11:33 – 11:58 Lunch (Class 12:04 – 1:00) (56) 
     4B Lunch 12:04 – 12:29 Lunch (Class 11:33 – 11:58 and 12:35 – 1:00) (50) 
     4C Lunch 12:35 – 1:00 Lunch (Class 11:33 – 12:29) (56) 
 
 5 1:06 – 1:44 (38)  
 6 1:50 – 2:30 (40) 
 Buses leave   Normal Time 
 Make-up exams   2:30 – 3:30  
 
Day 2 Exam Schedule (December 20, 2018) 
 1st Hr. 8:00 - 9:15 
 2nd Hr. 9:25 – 10:40 
 3rd Hr. 10:50 -12:05 
 Buses leave   12:20 
 Make-up exams   1:05 – 3:30  
 
Day 3 Exam Schedule (December 21, 2018) 
 4th Hr. 8:00 - 9:15 
 5th Hr. 9:25 – 10:40 
 6th Hr. 10:50 -12:05 
 Buses leave   12:20 
 Make-up exams    1:05 – 3:30  
 *End of 2nd nine-week grading period and 1st semester 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving and a wonderful Holiday Season. 
 
Patrick Leonard, Principal  
Ottawa Township High School  
 



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 
  The OTHS English department wants to thank all of the parents and guardians that came to parent-teacher 
conferences. The English department as a whole saw well over 200 families over those two nights. We consider 
this a wonderful opportunity to meet with parents/guardians. If you would like to have a conference with a 
teacher that you did not see or if you need additional conference time, please contact your student’s English 
teacher via the school email or call and leave a voice mail message for an appointment. We consider 
parents/guardians a vital part of the educational process and team.

  Additionally, in terms of the educational process, it is now past our mid-term. We are nearing the end of the 
�rst semester. 14 weeks have passed.  This is an opportune time to talk with your student about his or her 
English grade, to set goals for the remainder of the semester, to make up missed work, and to contact teachers 
for needed help. October’s mid-term grades can serve to motivate students and to help them realign course 
goals. There are also tutoring opportunities via Saturday Success School, After School Tutoring, and Freshmen or 
Sophomore Academic Homeroom for students, as well as with our individual department teachers. Again, 
please contact us if you have any concerns about your student’s performance in an English class or wish to take 
advantage of the previously mentioned tutoring options. 

   Finally, as the OHS newsletter is printed every other month, the OTHS English department would like to take 
this opportunity to extend holiday greetings to our students and their families. We hope that each and every 
one of you will �nd opportunity to rest, relax, and renew during winter break. Our department is most grateful 
for the opportunity to work with you and your students. 

   The physical education department is going strong heading into the end of �rst semester.  All classes 
�nished their outdoor activities just in the nick of time as winter season snuck up on us fast this year!  
Freshmen classes are �nishing up their create-a-game unit.  Students worked in small groups, came up 
with a unique game and presented it to the class. We now have some new fun games we hope to play 
throughout the school year!  Freshmen will �nish the semester with a volleyball unit before preparing for 
their �nal exam.  

   Upper P.E. classes have been enthralled in their units which include: bowling, �oor hockey, and pickle 
ball.  They will soon change units and either bowl or play pickle ball to �nish up the semester before they 
too prepare for their �nal exams.  Bodysculpt classes �nished their yoga unit and have started aerobic 
kickboxing as well as continue Zumba on Fridays.  Students will soon start a group activity in which they 
will create their own Zumba dance, video tape and present it to the class.  Strength and conditioning 
classes continue with their lifting and occasional cross �t lessons.  
   
   The adaptive P.E. classes have had the opportunity to bowl this semester and have not only had great 
success but have had a blast doing it!  Health classes just �nished their addiction project in which they 
created a medium.  Students pick anything of art form including video, poster etc. describing what an 
addiction or a drug free lifestyle looked like to them.  Along with this a pharmacist from CVS health 
visited to speak about the opioid epidemic. Classes are now involved in the sex education portion of the 
curriculum which will follow with a unit on diseases.  All P.E. classes continue to incorporate a weekly 
rigor �tness lesson. The students are starting to grow accustom to the �tness expectations as we strive to 
make our school a better learning environment by getting students moving!   

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT



SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

   School Psychology Awareness Week (SPAW) is November 
12-16, 2018.  This year's theme is "Unlock Potential. Find Your 
Password!"  A password is a personal key for unlocking any 
number of areas of potential in our lives. Our goal is to connect 
with how modern youth and adults unlock things (e.g., gaming 
levels, phones, devices, codes) and to highlight how thinking 
about speci�c skills, assets, or characteristics as "passwords" can 
lead to positive growth. School psychologists are particularly 
skilled at assisting students and sta� in unlocking the resources, 
proactive and preventive skills, and positive connections neces-
sary to unlock one's full potential to thrive in school and life.

   Our school psychologist, Margie Wrublik, has been at OTHS for 
10 years and enjoys School Psychology Awareness Week each 
year.  It is a chance to make the school and community aware of 
the �eld of school psychology and the role that school psycholo-
gists play in schools.  School psychologists are available for all 
students’ academic and social/emotional needs.  They are part of 
the special education evaluation process and also assist during a 
crisis situation.  Mrs. Wrublik is also our district 504 plan coordi-
nator and part of the student services team.  Share in the excite-
ment of School Psychology Awareness Week!  Resources can be 
found on www.nasponline.org.  

   It was great seeing so many of our parents at parent-teacher 
conferences.  This is such a wonderful way to stay in contact.  
Now it is time to focus on �nishing the �rst semester strong.  The 
Special Education Department is busy getting ready for the end 
of the �rst semester.  It’s amazing how quickly the semester has 
gone.  Students should be preparing for their �nals as well as 
advocating for themselves for their �nals’ accommodations.  
Please contact your child’s case manager if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.  Happy Holidays!  

   Ms. Riva’s Vocational Child Care classes recently have the preschool up and running. Students have been study-
ing e�ective guidance techniques in class and applying these techniques in the classroom when working with 
the preschoolers. Students are learning how to transition children from di�erent areas around the room, hold an 
e�ective group time, and teach curriculum to the preschoolers in the areas of manuscript, math, science, social 
studies and art.

   Each student takes their turn being a teacher in one of the areas of the classroom, and demonstrates their 
ability to lead the children in their di�erent activities.

   In Adult Living, Ms. Riva’s students are �nishing up discussion on building strong marriages, and we have made 
our way into discussion on choosing to become parents one day. Discussion has been focused around pregnancy 
and prenatal care. Students have been practicing their parenting skills by completing di�erent stations in the 
classroom. Students are also learning about the responsibilities and readiness that goes into preparing for 
parenthood.

VOCATIONAL AND BUSINESS DEPARTMENTS



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

It is hard to believe that we are almost at Thanksgiving and the end of the �rst semester will soon be here. We want to 
remind all students that additional science tutoring is available every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. There are signs 
with the times and room posted outside the science rooms on both the 700 and 800 �oors. 

We have had numerous classroom and extracurricular activities going on this 
semester. In Mr. Smith’s physics classes the students just completed their bridge 
project. They had to design a bridge using craft sticks that spanned a minimum 
distance of 10 inches and then was tested until structural failure. 

 
In Mrs. Mantzke’s Anatomy and Physiology class the students 
often take pictures of what they see through microscopes. We 
only had two adapters that make this process much easier, so 
several students who also are in the CAD program, took measure-
ments and 3D printed three more! An initiative they undertook all 
on their own! 
 

The Biology teachers have been meeting monthly and completely redesigning the Biology curriculum to align it with 
the Next Generation Science Standards. This process will completely change how biology is taught at OTHS. In addition 
Mrs. Mikos attended several conferences related to this including the Illinois Science Teachers Association conference.

In addition to many other science experiments, projects, and activities, our science clubs have been very busy as well.  
The Earth Club held a recycling contest for homerooms. They collected used ink cartridges and batteries, ink cartridges 
were worth 2 points and batteries were worth 1. The homeroom with the most points by the November 7th deadline 
will receive a Casey's breakfast pizza party. 

The Chemistry Club celebrated National Chemistry Week: 
Chemistry is Out of This World, with a Mole Day party. We had 
a Whack-a Mole contest, enjoyed guacamole, and molasses 
cookies. We are also very excited that the United Nations has 
designated 2019 as the international year of the periodic 
table of chemical elements. The year will coincide with the 
150th anniversary of the table’s creation by Dmitry Mende-
leev. It will also mark a number of other milestones in the 
history of chemistry, including the discovery of phosphorus 
350 years ago and Antoine Lavoisier’s categorization of 33 
elements in 1789. The American Chemical Society’s Chemis-
try Club division is updating their Periodic Table of Moles and 
each local club can pick an element to illustrate. We chose 
Radium, for obvious reasons, and recently submitted our 
illustration. We are having the design made into our ChemC-
lub shirt for this year. If you are interested in contributing to 
our celebration of the International Year of the Periodic Table 
or purchasing a shirt, please contact the club sponsor Mr. 
Bryan Leonard at bleonard@ottawahigh.com.
 
We wish all of our students the best on their upcoming 
semester exams and remind them to not wait until the then 
to get help with topics they are having di�culty understand-
ing. They can either see their teacher for extra help or attend 
one of the before or after school tutoring sessions on 
Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday.



ART DEPARTMENT

The OTHS Art Department just wrapped up its annual card 
design competition. Each year, the OTHS Administration and 
School board examines dozens of student creations to select 
the �nal card designs. This year’s winners were Brenton Berger, 
Molly Harris, Shelbi Walsh and Ben Zytnowski. These students 
will be recognized at the December School Board meeting 
and receive a printed copy of their winning card design.

BRENTON BERGER

BEN ZYTNOWSKI SHELBI WALSH

MOLLY HARRIS


