Ottawa Township High School
Important Dates

From the desk of Principal Patrick Leonard

4/18/2019 - 2:30 Dismissal

Friday, April 19, 2019
Monday, April 22, 2019
Wednesday, May 8, 2019
**May 24, 28, and 29, 2019
Monday, May 27, 2019
Friday, May 31, 2019
Friday, May 31, 2019

4/19/2019 - No School
Good Friday
4/22/2019 - No School
Easter Monday

2:30 Dismissals:

5/7/2019 - 2:30 Dismissal
5/24/2019 - 2:30 Dismissal
1st Day of exams (7th period)
5/27/2019 - No School
Memorial Day
5/28/2019 - 12:05 Dismissal
2nd Day of Exams (1-3 periods)
5/29/2019 - 12:05 Dismissal
3rd Day of Exams (4-6 periods)
End of 2nd Semester
5/31/2019 - Graduation 7pm
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No School - Good Friday
No School – Easter Monday
Honor’s Day Program - 7:00PM
Final Exams
No School - Memorial Day
Teacher Institute Day
Graduation - 7:00PM

Thursday, April 18, 2019
Tuesday, May 7, 2019
Friday, May 24, 2019

2018-2019 Second Semester Final Exam Schedule:
Day 1 Exam Schedule
7th Hr. Exam 8:00 – 9:15
1st Hr.
9:21 – 9:59 (38)
2nd HR.
10:05 –10:43 (38)
3rd Hr.
10:49 – 11:27 (38)
4th Hr.
11:33 – 1:00 (87)
4A Lunch
4B Lunch
4C Lunch

11:33 – 11:58 Lunch (Class 12:04 – 1:00) (56)
12:04 – 12:29 Lunch (Class 11:33 – 11:58 and 12:35 – 1:00) (50)
12:35 – 1:00 Lunch (Class 11:33 – 12:29) (56)

5th Hr.
6th Hr.

1:06 – 1:44 (38)
1:50 – 2:30 (40)

Day 2 Exam Schedule
1st Hr.
8:00 – 9:15
2nd Hr.
9:25 – 10:40
3rd Hr.
10:50 – 12:05
Day 3 Exam Schedule
4th Hr.
8:00 – 9:15
5th Hr.
9:25 – 10:40
6th Hr.
10:50 – 12:05
The Final Exam Schedule, including the times for bus departures and make-up exams, will
be posted to www.ottawahigh.com. Please check the school website for updates and a
complete schedule.
Have a great close to the 2018-2019 school year!
Sincerely,
Patrick Leonard, Principal
Ottawa Township High School

211 E. Main St. (815) 433-1323 www.ottawahigh.com

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
We are now moving into the final grading period of the 2018-19 school year. Midterm grades were finished this
week. If you and/or your student(s) have any questions regarding those grades or how to improve grades, please
contact your teacher(s). We are always seeking ways to help our students succeed, and parental support is a
foundation of any improvement plan. You can email individual teachers through the school website.
The OTHS English department is also moving towards SAT test preparations for our junior classes. We are
reviewing the areas of writing, reading, literature analysis, and grammar, so that our students will succeed and
feel confident when they take the test on April 9. Students can also prepare outside of class by signing up for
Khan Academy, a free internet SAT prep site. In addition to SAT junior testing, the PSAT will also be given to 9th
and 10th graders on the same day. Please see the school calendar for further attendance and dismissal time
information for that day.
Also, as part of our effort to continually move forward, the English department finalized some of its work on
new writing lessons and structures across our entire freshmen – senior curriculums. To date, we have created a
structured writing curriculum that will set a firm writing foundation for our freshmen and then build on that each
year. A common writing vocabulary has also been created that will be put into use across the school. We hope
that these changes will better prepare our students for their futures, whether they are college or vocational
bound. We look forward to implementing these changes in this final grading period and next year.
Students and staff are also looking forward to the Fine Arts Festival next week. This festival, which celebrates
man’s creative spirit, was begun many years ago by English teacher Bill Myers. It is continued under the guidance
of Sally Taliani (Special Education English) and Paula Carroll (Art) and has become a cherished tradition for OHS.
Our Creative Writing students frequently share their poems, etc. during the student talent portions of the festival.
We are so proud of them, their talents, and their desire to share their writing with the student body.
Finally, this is the last OHS English newsletter I will share with you as I will be retiring in May. It feels as if I have
spent my life at OHS. (I graduated from OHS in 1971 and began working here in 1979 as a substitute, home
bound tutor, and coach.) In that time I learned this one thing: we are a team—administration, teachers, parents,
and students. Together we work, and only together will we succeed. It is our school. Ours. Together. I have been
honored to serve you and to teach your children. I will miss it.
With that, the OTHS English department wishes everyone a rest-filled spring break!

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
As the 3rd nine weeks comes to an end we, in the Special Education Department, are wrapping up registration
and IEP’s. After Spring Break, final exams will be here before you know it.
OTHS is hosting the SAT and PSAT on April 9th and our freshmen, sophomore and junior students with IEP’s will
receive the accommodations necessary. This is a wonderful and free test for our students.
All of us are working diligently to make sure that the OTHS students with IEP’s are being educated in the least
restrictive environment while achieving their post-secondary goals. Please feel free to contact your child’s case
manager with any questions, comments, or concerns!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
The physical education classes are ready for warmer weather and the chance to get outside! Upper class P.E. is finishing
up the bowling unit and will be moving into a unit of floor hockey. Freshmen P.E. classes have had lots of fun dancing
and are preparing their swing dance routines with a chance to win a mirror ball award! Bodysculpt students are wrapping up their yoga unit and 30 day fitness challenge and will be moving into a mixture of aerobic kickboxing, step
aerobics and Tabata style workouts. They will be working in groups to create a workout which will be presented to the
class. Strength and conditioning classes continue daily workouts and are looking forward to some nice days so they can
go outside to get some much needed vitamin D! Divers Ed. Students will be hitting the road soon to complete their 12
hours of behind the wheel instruction and observation. The key to a successful driver is lots of practice! Health classes
are finishing up injury prevention and will be starting nutrition shortly.
Classroom readiness (students dressed and ready to participate) and daily participation continues to be the key to a
successful semester. These two categories constitute for 80% of a student’s semester grade. Clothes are available for
purchase in the locker room before/after class or before/after school. Costs: Shirts- $7.00 and Shorts-$9.00. Daily rentals
are also available for $1.00.
PE Grading Scale
Semester Grade:
Participation
Classroom Readiness
Tests, Homework, Projects and Assessments

50%
30%
20%

Overall Grade:
Participation, Classroom Readiness, Tests etc.
Semester Exam

80%
20%

Academic Competition Regional Results 2019
Ottawa Township High School
Congratulations to the Academic Team for taking 2nd place in the 1500 Division
Competition held at IVCC on Friday, February 8th, 2019. Individually, Ottawa had 10
medalists.
Ottawa not only earned 1st place honors in three of the seven categories, but also swept the medals in those categories – Mathematics,
Physics and Engineering Graphics.
Ottawa swept the Mathematics Division with Brody Snook placing 1st
with a perfect score! That is the first time in the history of this academic
competition that Ottawa has had anyone finish with a perfect score!
Congratulations, Brody! Also doing well in the Mathematics Division
was David Zuniga capturing 2nd place and Madison Sealley earning
3rd place honors.
Additionally, OTHS swept the medals in Physics. Along with his perfect score in Mathematics, Brody Snook also had an
almost perfect score (missing it by only one point) to take 1st place. 2nd place went to Lexi Clark and 3rd place was taken
by Matthew Peterson.
Engineering Graphics was another astonishing “one, two, three finish” for Ottawa! Kyle Szewczuk received 1st place, Tyler
Olesen followed up with 2nd place and Keegan Nagle walked away with 3rd.
Our sole Biology award winner was Talon Gay with a 3rd place finish.
Our team now moves on to the Sectional Competition at Eureka College. Congratulations!

Academic Competition Sectional Results 2019
Ottawa Township High School
The Academic Team competed at Eureka College on March 15, 2019 in the 1500 Division. Brody Snook placed first in both Mathematics and Physics,
and Kyle Szewczuk captured 2nd in Engineering Graphics. Both students will now advance to the state competition held at Eastern Illinois University
on April 24, 2019. Congratulations on a job well done!

Team members
Back row: Tyler Olesen, David Zuniga, Talon Gay, Kyle Szewczuk, Keegan Nagle, Marianna Carus, Autumn Sharp, & Molly Harris
2nd Row: Matthew Peterson, Alexis Clark, Madison Sealley, & Anna Salz
Front row: Brody Snook

MATH DEPARTMENT
Honors Pre-Calculus Ferris Wheels:
In the Honors Pre-Calculus class, students have made
ferris wheels to help them with their understanding of
periodic functions. In particular, the trigonometric
functions, sine and cosine. The students worked in
teams to make the ferris wheels and then brought
them to class. Everyone voted and the following
awards were presented:

Most Functional – Jacob Ovanic & Matt Varland
Sturdiest – Chloe Cottingham, Sloan Gayan & Regan O’Fallon
Most Symmetrical – Talon Gay & Matthew Peterson
Most Outstanding – There was a tie for this one!
Bergen Johnson & Ashly Mauk
and Anna Salz

Worst Ride Ever – We won’t mention who won this award!

ART DEPARTMENT
On Saturday, March 16, OTHS art students participated in the NIB 12 Art Competition at Geneseo. Conference
schools were invited to bring twelve pieces of work to represent their art department. Ottawa was awarded an
overall 1st place! Our students earned first place in five categories.
Drawing Neutral
1st- Lexi Davis
2nd- Joselyn Barrera

Printmaking
1st- Aurora Wiltfong

Graphic Design
1st- Paige Scott
2nd- Jaelyn Tipple

Mixed Media
1st- Molly Harris

Computer Generated Art
3rd- Blake Harris

Photography-Altered
1st- Sydney Craig

