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Important Dates
4/4/2017 - 2:30 Dismissal
4/5/2017 - SAT Testing Juniors
4/13/2017 - 2:30 Dismissal
4/14-17/2017 - No School

From the desk of principal Patrick Leonard
Monday, March 27, 2017
**May 25, 26, and 30, 2017
Monday, May 29, 2017
Friday, June 2, 2017
Friday, June 2, 2017

Staff/Students Return from Spring Break
Final Exams
Memorial Day – No School
Teacher Institute Day
Graduation

5/24/2017 - 2:30 Dismissal

**Final Exam Days in May are subject to change based on the use of emergency days
during the 2016-17 school year.

5/25-26,30/2017 - Final Exams

2:30 Dismissals:

Friday, March 17, 2017
Tuesday, April 4, 2017
Thursday, April 13, 2017
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 (Tentative)

2016-2017 Second Semester Final Exam Schedule
Thursday, May 25, 2017
1st hour
8:00 – 9:30
2nd hour
9:35 – 11:05
3rd hour
11:10 – 12:40
Buses leave
12:55
Make-up exams
1:40 – 3:10
Friday, May 26, 2017
4th hour
5th hour
Buses leave
Make-up exams

8:00 – 9:30
9:35 – 11:05
11:20
12:30 – 3:10

Tuesday, May 30, 2017
6th hour
7th hour
Buses leave
Make-up exams

8:00 – 9:30
9:35 – 11:05
11:20
12:30 – 3:10

Have a great close to the 2016-2017 school year!
Sincerely,
Patrick Leonard, Principal
Ottawa Township High School

211 E. Main St. (815) 433-1323 www.ottawahigh.com

Science Department:
It is hard to believe that three quarters of the year is already over. We have had a number of excellent educational
opportunities for the students of OTHS this quarter. First of all we would like to congratulate all of the students that
participated in the WYSE regional challenge. We placed 1st and 2nd in Chemistry, 1st place in Physics, 1st and a two
way tie for 3rd in Biology, and 1st and 2nd in graphics. Good luck to all of the students that will be continuing on to
sectionals.
In the biology area Mrs. Mantzke did a real life application project with her Biology students. A great way for students
to understand the importance of biology.
A genetic counselor is a medical professional that works with families who have members with genetic disorders or
who may be at risk for different types of inherited conditions. In this project, you will act as a genetic counselor to:
1
Create karyotype from a chromosome squash
2
Analyze the karyotype to determine the chromosome anomaly
3
Suggest during which phase of meiosis the chromosome anomaly may have occurred
4
Provide information to the family describing the nature of the disorder, the prognosis for the infant, and
suggested interventions to assist the individual
5
Act as a consultant to review the genetic analysis completed by a classmate to confirm or refute their findings.
In Anatomy and Physiology they have been dissecting the cats and identifying all of the pertinent muscles and organ
systems. Nothing like the smell of formalin filling the hall of the 800 floor.
Mr. Smith has started an Honors Chemistry book club and guest speaker program. The students can contribute
reports and books and he has started a library of science related books including forensic science and biographies of
scientific figures. He also has posted opportunities for students to attend guest lectures at Fermilab, University of
Illinois, and the American Chemical Society, which we belong to the Joliet local section.
In advanced chemistry the students completed a laboratory experiment on finding the rate law of a reaction and
currently are working on finding the equilibrium constant of the Fe(SCN)2- reaction. Both experiments are part of the
Advanced Placement chemistry program and utilize the Vernier computer interface. These labs are typically
performed in the second semester of general chemistry in college. 52 students signed up for the IVCC Dual Credit!
That is a great deal for them and they will earn 4 hours of college credit at the end of the semester.
We wish luck to all of the students that will be taking the Advanced Placement exams in May, to all the seniors that
will be graduating, and to Mrs. Sheridan on her retirement.

Special Education Department
As the 3rd nine weeks comes to an end we, in the Special Education Department, are wrapping up registration and IEP’s. After Spring Break, final exams will be here before you know it.
OHS is hosting the SAT on April 5th and our junior students with IEP’s will receive the accommodations
necessary. This is a wonderful and free test for our students.
All of us are working diligently to make sure that the OHS students with IEP’s are being educated in the least
restrictive environment while achieving their post-secondary goals. Please feel free to contact your child’s
case manager with any questions, comments, or concerns!

Industrial Technology Department
March 3rd Ottawa competed at the regional drafting and design competition held at Joliet Junior College
Ottawa won a medal in every category entered
.
Placing 3rd in Solid Modeling Jaxon Fogarty
Placing 2nd and state qualifier in CAD Drew Walker
Placing 2 and state qualifier in Mechanical drawing Natalie Rodeghier
Placing 2 and state qualifier in Architecture Mia Carrera
And regional champion and state qualifier in Architecture Kain Schott
These students will compete for the state championship on April 22nd at ISU

English Department
We are now moving into the last grading period of the 2016-17 school year. Midterm grades were finished this week.
If you and/or your student(s) have any questions regarding grades or how to improve grades, please contact your
teacher(s). We are always seeking to find ways to help our students succeed, and parental support is a foundation of
any improvement plan. You can email individual teachers through the school website.
The OTHS English department is also continuing work on SAT test preparations for our junior classes. As said in an
earlier newsletter, the state of Illinois has moved from ACT to SAT testing for juniors. While the two tests are similar in
many ways, there are also some significant testing differences that we want to prepare our students to recognize so
that they can succeed. The SAT test will be given on April 5. Please see the school calendar for further attendance
information for that day.
Finally, the English department is working on completing the curriculum for next school year’s new English IV course.
While there is still curriculum work to do this spring and summer, we have an excellent start. We are very excited to be
able to offer this new course to our students. The course will contain lessons that will prepare our students for their
futures, whether they are college or vocational bound.
With that, the OTHS English department wishes everyone a rest-filled spring break!

Art Department
On Saturday, March 4th OTHS art students participated in the NIB 12 Art conference held at Sycamore High
School. As a school, OTHS received 2nd place. The listed students were recognized in the following catagories:
1st places
Senior, Katie Varland- Mixed Media
Senior, Alayna Byczynski- Acrylic/Oil
Junior, Tessa Shymanski- Unaltered Photography
Sophomore, Emily Larson- Graphic Design
3rd places
Junior, Tanner Geiger- Printmaking
Senior, Zaria Sheedy- Mixed Media
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