
Important Dates

2/15/2019 - Noon Dismissal

2/18/2019 - No School

2/26/2019 - 2:30 Dismissal

3/8/2019 - End of 3rd Nine Weeks

3/22/2019 - 2:30 Dismissal

3/25-29/2019 - No School
Spring Break

4/1/2019 - School Resumes
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From the desk of Principal Patrick Leonard

Current OTHS Families,  
 
Please contact OTHS if you have changed your address or your phone number. It is 
important that we have your up-to-date information in the event that your son or 
daughter becomes ill, if important information needs to be sent home via the telephone 
(i.e. weather-related cancellation of school), or if we need to contact you during the 
school day. Please call the school (815-433-1323 ext. 2424) if you have not received any 
automated calls throughout the school year.  
 
Calendar highlights for the second semester of the 2018-19 school year are included for 
your review. Please let us know if you have any questions about the following informa-
tion:  
 
Monday, February 18, 2019   No School – Presidents’ Day  
Monday, March 25, 2019   Spring Break Begins (Spring Break: March 25 – March 29, 2019) 
Monday, April 1, 2019     Sta�/Students Return from Spring Break 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019     SAT Administration for Juniors Only 
Friday, April 19, 2019     No School – Good Friday 
Monday, April 22, 2019    No School – Easter Monday  
Monday, May 27, 2019    No School - Memorial Day
Friday May 31, 2019      Teacher Institute #4 
Friday, May 31, 2019     Graduation  
 
Notes: 
*Final Exam Days in May are subject to change based on the use of emergency days 
during the 2018-19 school year. 
 

12:00 Dismissals:   Friday, February 15, 2019 
   
2:30 Dismissals:   Tuesday, February 26, 2019  
    Friday, March 22, 2019 
    Thursday, April 18, 2019   
    Tuesday, May 7, 2019  
    
 
Have an educationally productive second semester of the 2018-19 school year.  
 
Sincerely, 

Patrick Leonard, Principal  
Ottawa Township High School  
 



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 
  The English department is beginning the second semester of the 2018-19 school year with common assess-
ments. English I, English II, English III, and English IV students will take these assessments in the �rst weeks of 
January. Measuring reading skills, writing pro�ciencies, grammar, literary element knowledge and analysis, 
these common assessments will give the English teachers a benchmark regarding student knowledge for 
second semester. The common assessments will also give teachers better insight into the educational needs of 
each student. Students will retake these tests at the end of the semester so that a growth component can be 
calculated for each student. In addition, measuring overall growth components for each grade level will help 
teachers to realign course curriculums and to change teaching focus/methods as needed. 

   In addition, the English department will be working to prepare our junior students for the state-wide SAT test 
that will be given in April. Students interested in furthering their SAT test-taking skills/score may also enroll in 
Khan Academy. This free internet website is College Board aligned. It can be a valuable tool in raising student 
SAT scores and test-taking con�dence. If you have a student who is a sophomore or a junior, please look into 
Khan Academy. Even freshmen have found academic value in Khan Academy.
  With that, the OTHS English department hopes that 2019 brings a renewed dedication to excellence for both 
sta� and student. We are o� to a great start.

    Following the �rst semester �nal exams, the P.E. department began the New Year pre-testing all 
students using the state-required Fitnessgram testing tool.  Following the conclusion of the Fitnessgram 
and common assessments tests, classes will begin their units.  Freshmen will start with teambuilding and 
then move into dance, bocce ball, bags, and rugby.  Upper class P.E. will start with basketball then move 
to bowling, �oor hockey and softball. All freshmen and upper classes continue to incorporate �tness and 
game days into weekly lessons.  Strength and conditioning courses are used to teach proper techniques 
to the bigger, faster, stronger lifts. Speed and agility will be tracked throughout the semester.  The body-
sculpt class prepares to begin their yoga unit and 30 day �tness challenge.

    The most important part to a successful semester is for students to be dress and ready to participate 
daily.  These two categories constitute for 80% of a student’s semester grade.  Clothes are available for 
purchase in the locker room before/after class or before/after school.  Costs: Shirts- $7.00 and 
Shorts-$9.00.  Daily rentals are also available for $1.00.  

PE Grading Scale

Semester Grade:
Participation                                                                    50% 
Classroom Readiness                                                     30% 
Tests, Homework, Projects and Assessments           20% 
Overall Grade:
Participation, Classroom Readiness, Tests etc. 80%
Semester Exam                                                     20%  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT



SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

   The Special Education Department has been working diligently with our students at the start of the second semester.  
The IEP season is in full swing, and we’re getting ready for the 2019-2020 school year.  

    We would like to congratulate senior Elizabeth Martinez for being named the Exceptional Program’s representative.  
Elizabeth is a wonderful, hardworking young lady that exempli�es dedication and perseverance.  We are more than 
proud of her being our representative.

    Please encourage your child to check out the scholarships in room 203.  Especially the Rich Roberts Memorial which is a 
$1000 scholarship for a special needs student that has an IEP.  

    If you have any questions about the Special Education Department, please feel contact your child’s case manager.  

Mathletes 2018
    
    Tuesday, December 4th was a great day for a select group of students from OTHS.  Our 31 students who came 
together to form our Mathletes team showed up to Kaneland and used their skills to earn a 4th place overall 
�nish in the Northern Illinois Big 10 Conference single day competition.  The students competed both individual-
ly and on teams in a total of 15 events.  By placing in 12 of those events they took home 4th place overall.  

    In the team events, the Junior/Senior 8 person team took home the highest honor of the day with a 1st place 
medal.  The Freshman/Sophomore 8 person team earned �fth place.  In the individual events, the Seniors earned 
5th place in both Trigonometry Applications and Optimization and 4th place in Conic Sections.  The Juniors took 
3rd place in Systems of Equations and 5th place in Geometry and Trigonometry of a right Triangle.  The Sopho-
mores had a stellar day by earning two 3rd place ribbons in Coordinate Geometry and Circles and a 2nd place 
award for Areas.  The Freshman team scored two positions by earning a 3rd place ribbon for Linear Equations and 
a 4th place in Radicals and Radical Equations.  These mathematically talented students were recommended for 
the team by one of their former or present math teachers.  The students did a great job representing OTHS and 
their participation was appreciated and commendable.  Awesome job Mathletes!

MATH DEPARTMENT



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

It is hard to believe that half the school year is already over. Congratulations to all of our early graduates and Illinois 
State Scholars! We had many great lessons before the end of the semester and several are highlighted below.  

Ever wonder how the �rst cell formed?  The Advanced Biology students investigated this concept by not only creating 
basic cell membranes (called coacervates) using lipid and protein solutions, but they then manipulated the environ-
ments (solution) of the cells by adding hydrochloric acid and observed how the membranes changed.  Pairing this 
exercise with an introduction to biochemistry allowed the students to glimpse a world of chemicals, around four billion 
years ago, untouched by the biological sciences. 

 
  

Advanced Chemistry students had the opportunity to sign up for dual credit with IVCC and earn 4.0 credit hours for 
Chemistry 1004. This is a transferable class to any college and helps give the students a chance to get some general 
education credits completed before continuing their education at IVCC or another college or university. This is an 
addition to the English and Speech dual credit courses o�ered, as well as a number of Advanced Placement testing 
opportunities. 

Each month the Education Foundation honors a senior student with a Senior Leadership Award. December was our 
opportunity to highlight and honor one of our outstanding students, Brody Snook. Brody is an amazing student who 
has earned straight A’s in honors biology, honors chemistry, advanced chemistry, accelerated physics, and advanced 
biology. Last year Brody went way beyond the accelerated physics course content and studied on his own to take the 
AP physics B exam, which is the non-calculus based physics exam. Only 5.7% of all students who take the exam get a 5, 
and Brody was one of those. Not one to rest on his laurels, he is performing an independent study this year in order to 
study for the Physics C exam, which is Calculus based. In January Brody is also taking the qualifying exam for the United 
States Physics Olympiad. This contest is sponsored by the American Association of Physics Teachers and American 
Institute of Physics. Last year there were 133 countries that competed in the Physics Olympiad. Brody is planning on 
majoring in one of the physical sciences and is leaning towards physics with a minor in math. We wish him the best in 
his studies after leaving OTHS and are proud to have had him as an outstanding student in the six honors science 
courses o�ered at OTHS.

In addition to the classroom activities our science clubs have been busy as well. The Earth Club completed their recy-
cling contest in late November. They collected many used ink and toner cartridges along with batteries to recycle. 
The United Nations has designated 2019 as the International Year of the Periodic Table. The year coincides with the 
150th anniversary of the modern table’s creation by Dmitry Mendeleev. It will also mark a number of other milestones 
in the history of chemistry, including the discovery of phosphorus 350 years ago and Antoine Lavoisier’s categorization 
of 33 elements in 1789. The ChemClub designed our new T-shirts using the design that we created for the updated 
Periodic Table of Moles for the American Chemical Society Education Division. Art teacher Mr. Kevin Olesen met several 
times with the club to modify the design and we now have them for sale for $10. Since we chose the element Radium, 
which has a very historic past in Ottawa, Mr. Olesen used glow-in-the-dark ink on parts of the shirt. Pictures of the shirt 
are below and if anyone is interested they may contact Mr. Bryan Leonard at bleonard@ottawahigh.com.  
  



ART DEPARTMENT

Happy New Year! It's a busy and creative time in the Art department. We are starting o� 2019 with learning 
about color theory in Foundations of Art. The Art and Composition students are working with acrylic paint and 
abstract art. Advanced Concepts is learning about the "less is more" concept while practicing the gracefulness 
of Sumi-e. AP Studio is gearing up with their individual portfolio concentrations. We have lots of hard work 
ahead! 

The graphic design students are researching and developing original logos.  They will �nalize their designs 
using Adobe Illustrator.  Digital photography students are busy learning how to control ISO, aperture and 
shutter speed to manipulate their exposures.  The Crafts classes are designing and producing coil pots out of 
clay. 3-D Design students are �nishing Alexander Calder inspired Mobiles.

The second semester is always �lled with showing o� our students’ talents. Fine Arts in March, followed by 
NIB12 Art Show and wrapping up the year with SHOwOHS at Jeremiah Joe's in April. 

We wish all the students the best of luck for the 
upcoming semester and also want to remind them 
about the availability of extra tutoring. 

Monday 3:30-4:15 PM Mrs. Overocker in room 700A
Tuesday 7:00-7:45 AM Mr. Pfei�er in room 703
Thursday 3:30-4:15 PM Mr. Atchley in room 806

You are still encouraged to see your teacher before 
or after school as well for any topics that you are 
having di�culty with. This is in addition to the 
freshman and sophomore tutoring in the library 
during homeroom. 

FAMILY CONSUMER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

   Mrs. Granados' sewing classes are o� to a strong start this semester. Following their tote bags and pajama 
pants they made in 1st semester, the classes recently completed over 40 small zipper pouches to send to 
Uganda for young girls to store toiletries and other items. 

   Each year Mrs. Grandos' classes do a service project to show how sewing can be used to better serve their 
own community and beyond. In the past, the sewing classes have made clothes for children in Uganda, altered 
clothing for adults, and have made soft shoes made from denim and old tires for the same community. In the 
Ottawa area, they have made cot sheets for the Starved Rock Regional Center and blankets for local sick kids. 

   This semester, Mrs. Granados' classes will be focusing more on math as they begin their quilting unit. Most 
students don't realize how much math goes into quilting. However, as they work through their project, they are 
incorporating geometry and algebra in their everyday lives. 


