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OTTAWA TOWNSHIP
HIGH SCHOOL
IMPORTANT DATES
2/14/2020 - Noon Dismissal
2/17/2020 - No School
Presidents’ Day
2/25/2020 - 2:30 Dismissal
3/6/2020 - End of 3rd Quarter
3/10/2020 - 2:30 Dismissal
3/20/2020 - 2:30 Dismissal
3/23-27/2020 - No School
Spring Break
3/30/2020 - School Resumes

From the desk of Principal Patrick Leonard
Current OTHS Families,
Please contact OTHS if you have changed your address or your phone number. It is important that we
have your up-to-date information in the event that your son or daughter becomes ill, if important information needs to be sent home via the telephone (i.e., weather-related cancellation of school), or if we need
to contact you during the school day. Please call the school (815-433-1323 ext. 2424) if you have not
received any automated calls throughout the school year.
Calendar highlights for the second semester of the 2019-20 school year are included for your review.
Please let us know if you have any questions about the following information:
Monday, February 17, 2020
Monday, March 23, 2020
Monday, March 30, 2020
Friday, April 10, 2020
Monday, April 13, 2020
Tuesday, April 14, 2020
*Thursday, May 21, 2020
Monday, May 25, 2020
Friday May 29, 2020
Friday, May 29, 2020

No School – Presidents’ Day
Spring Break Begins (Spring Break: March 23 – March 27, 2020)
Staff/Students Return from Spring Break
No School – Good Friday
No School – Easter Monday
PSAT/SAT Administration for 9th,10th, and 11th Grade Students
Last Day of 2nd Semester and Final Exams (Tentative)
No School – Memorial Day (If school is in session)
Teacher Institute #4
Graduation

Notes:

*Final Exam Days in May are subject to change based on the use of emergency days during the 2019-20 school year.

12:00 Dismissal:

Friday, February 14, 2020

2:30 Dismissals:

Tuesday, February 25, 2020
Tuesday, March 10, 2020
Friday, March 20, 2020
Thursday, April 9, 2020
Tuesday, May 5, 2020

Have an educationally productive second semester of the 2019-20 school year.
Sincerely,
Patrick Leonard, Principal
Ottawa Township High School

OTTAWA TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

211 E. MAIN ST. OTTAWA, IL 61350

PHONE (815) 433-1323

FAX (815) 431-3355

MATH DEPARTMENT
The Mathletes earned an impressive overall top-four finish in the Interstate Eight Conference Mathlete competition. This competition has been
held annually at Kaneland School since 2011. The team of 29 students placed in 13 of the 15 events. Our two most prestigious 1st place
awards went to the junior/senior eight-person team and the juniors who participated in the Quadratic Equations individual competition.
The seniors took 5th in both Trig Applications and Probability. Juniors ruled with their 1st in Quadratics, 2nd in Logarithmic and Exponential
Equations, and 3rd in Geometry and Trigonometry of Right Triangles. The sophomores made a great showing earning 2nd in Right Triangles,
4th in Circles, and 5th in Areas. The freshmen team had a nice debut earning 2nd in Linear Inequalities and 5th in Radicals and Radical
Equations. Finally, our calculator team and freshman/sophomore eight-person team both finished 4th.
The Mathletes did a great job with the new topics introduced this year. Their hard work in the classroom was evident at the competition. We are
proud of you! Keep up the great work in and out of the classroom!

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
The Special Education Department has been working diligently with our students at the start of the second semester. The IEP season is in full
swing and we’re getting ready for the 2020-2021 school year.
We would like to congratulate Senior Dakota Stewart for being selected by the Exceptional Program for the OTHS Foundation Student of the
Month. Dakota’s a wonderful, hardworking young lady that exemplifies dedication and perseverance. We are proud and pleased to have her
represent our department. Dakota aspires to one day be a Special Education teacher.
Please encourage your student to check out the available scholarships in room 203. In particular, the Rich Roberts Memorial Scholarship
which was established for a student that has an IEP. This scholarship is awarded each year at the Honor Program and is for $1,000.
If you have any questions about the Special Education Department, please feel contact your student’s case manager.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
The beginning of a new semester, a new year, and a new decade brings new opportunities for students and teachers alike at OTHS.
Students enrolled in one-semester courses like Creative Writing, Advanced Composition, English IV A, English IV B, and Advanced Speech are
taking advantage of such opportunities as they embark on a new academic journey in these classes. Likewise, English II students are positioned
to study new course content as they are transitioning from a semester of Speech to a semester of Composition or vice versa.
English Department teachers are also poised to take advantage of new possibilities as they work on building more opportunities for effective
and successful student learning into their classes. This semester, teachers throughout the department will continue to update curriculum by
further aligning course content specifically with State standards as well as SAT standards. This process involves an examination of: teaching
strategies, resources, integration of technology, grade-level and course-level collaboration, pertinent analytical skills, grammar, and the writing
process. Members of the English Department meet on February 18th to work on updating and improving curriculum.
The new year also brought an unexpected guest to the library—Baby Yoda. That’s right, Baby Yoda. He’s an avid reader for a fifty-year old
youngling who is strong with the Force, and he brought along some of his favorite books to recommend to OTHS students and faculty—about
twenty different titles. Books on Baby Yoda’s recommendation list include: Star Wars I, Jedi by Michael A. Stackpole, William Shakespeare’s
Tragedy of the Sith’s Revenge by Ian Doescher, Blood of A Thousand Stars by Rhoda Belleza, Waste of Space by Gina Damico, The Diabolic by
S.J. Kincaid, Starflight by Melissa Landers, and much more. People stopping into the library to see Baby Yoda might also wish to check out over
thirty books that are featured in Mrs. Kelley Getzelman’s “Fight Fake News: Books on Iran, Iraq, the Draft, and American Conflict” display.

To begin the second semester, Mrs. Byrd completed the HONE (Humans of Nine Eleven) project with
students in her English IV A class. Mrs. Byrd shared that, “This activity is inspired by the HONY (Humans of
New York) website. We are Humans of Nine Eleven. We spend time reading through the HONY website and
talk about the stories we find—stories of inspiration, empathy, knowledge and experience. Each student comes
up with a list of seven interview questions that go beyond the surface of getting to know someone. Questions
like, ‘What experiences made you who you are today?’ Students are randomly assigned a partner to interview
and then write up their responses. The interviews and photos of the students’ choosing are posted on our
board as a place we can learn from, be inspired by, or empathize with others. Ultimately, we learn we have
more in common than we realize.” Mrs. Byrd would like to invite students, faculty, staff, and members of the
Ottawa community to come in and have a look at the bulletin board that she and her students have created.
The English Department congratulates OTHS Junior, Shaylee
Swanson, for working on publishing three different books of poetry
over the past few months. Shaylee published collections of poetry
entitled More Bees with Honey and Scars Run Deep in October and
will be publishing in April a third collection called Tightrope
Thoughts. When asked about her books, Shaylee noted that, “More
Bees with Honey and Scars Run Deep deal with anxiety and
depression and coming out on the other side.” She said that her
third book is more centered on the aftermath of that and the healing
that takes place. Shaylee is a veteran member of OTHS’s Poetry
Club, took Creative Writing with Ms. Hanley in the fall, and is
currently enrolled in Mr. Marx’s English III class. These books are
available on Amazon and may be purchased locally at Prairie Fox
Books.
The English Department wishes everyone a healthy and happy 2020.

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Welcome to a new semester, a new year, and a new decade. Congratulations and best of luck to our mid-year graduates!
We have quite a few activities happening in our classes this semester. Below is a sample of some of the exciting projects and labs the students
participate in on a daily basis.
In Mr. Leonard’s Advanced Chemistry classes, the dual credit
portion of the course with IVCC has started. Students that
signed up for the dual credit option will earn four college credits
for CHEM 1004 in addition to their high school credit. The
students are currently performing a calorimetry experiment to
determine the specific heat of an unknown metal and then
identify their unknown.
This newsletter, we were able to link the video of Mr. Smith’s
class testing their bridges. Below is the information from the last
newsletter and a link to the video. In Mr. Smith’s Physics
classes, the students built bridges and then tested them until
they failed. The students designed and constructed a bridge to
cover an 18” span using nothing but craft sticks and glue.

The students were only using water so no safety glasses were required for this activity.

Physics Bridge Testing Video
Our science clubs have been very active. The Earth Club is continuing their recycling program and are currently collecting paper for recycling
from areas around the school. They then transport it in their own vehicles to a local recycler. In addition, the students held a bake sale, and
together these five fabulous Earth Club members raised $103 in just two hours! The money will help Zoos Victoria in their efforts to help animals
affected by the wildfires in Australia.

The ChemClub members will host a Chuck-a-Duck fundraiser at the basketball game on Friday, February 7th! Any student interested in joining
should attend a meeting on most Fridays in room 706 during homeroom or see Mrs. Overocker.
ChemClub usually meets every other Wednesday after school in room 703. ChemClub student photographer, Alexis Kerley, set up a new
YouTube channel for ChemClub. There are videos including several thermite reactions, the student produced Electric Pickle activity from Mr.
Leonard’s Topics in Physics class, and Mr. Smith’s bridge building activity. Click on the link below to see the videos and please click “like” and
subscribe to our new channel. The annual SciFest at IVCC is one of our largest activities of the year and will be Friday evening, April 17, in the
IVCC Gymnasium at the Oglesby campus. Mark your calendars to join us for this fun community program. Our new 2020 ChemClub shirts have
arrived! Information on purchasing extra shirts will be available soon.
Pirate

ChemClub Channel

Tutoring help is available in room 700A on Tuesday mornings starting at 7:00 AM and Thursdays after school until 4:30 PM!! We encourage you
to use these services as needed. Ask your science teacher for details.
A reminder for all of our seniors: colleges require a final transcript. Keep up your hard work and continue to be diligent for the remainder of the
year! This planning will prepare you for the next step.
Have a great semester!

BUSINESS & VOCATIONAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS
Business
At the conclusion of the first semester we wrapped up our Pirate's Plank Business Pitch project. Five sections of students presented new and
exciting products or services that could help other students, the school, or community. Just a few of the ideas were: Waves (teacher/student
mental health support app), Stress ReHeaver (stress relief for business), Bump 'n Run (retractable golf balls), Emergency Pirates (student
support app), OHS Eats (lunch ordering and streamlining service app), updated lockers, and numerous other products and services. During
second semester, we will transition from starting up a company to being a prospective employee and an informed consumer of the marketplace.
Several projects during second semester will be resume writing, mock interviews, and budgeting. By the end of the year, students will have
experienced a number of lessons with activities that tie them to real-life situations and prepare them for the business world.
Mr. Cooper’s Personal Finance classes started the semester by creating stock portfolios. Each student is responsible for researching and
finding a minimum of ten stocks to purchase. Once the students have made their selections, they learn how to follow stock quotes on the
internet. Each student has $100,000 to spend on the stock purchases. They learn about diversification when compiling their stock portfolio. At
the end of the semester the students will update their portfolios to determine if they were successful in the market.
Agriculture
The Agriculture Department has some exciting news to share! Our Landscape Design students will now complete a certification program for
“Loppers” by the end of the semester course. This certification comes through Snap-On and the National Coalition of Certification Centers.
Spring 2020 is the first semester our students will complete this training, which involves safety, maintenance, and proper use of the different
pruning tools. This designation comes with a certificate with the student’s name on it so they can add it to their portfolio for their future. As the
agricultural instructor, I am excited for this new addition to our program!
Automotive
It has been a great year so far in the OTHS Auto Shop. Students are problem solving, learning techniques and learning how to fix today’s
modern vehicles. This year, a few select students have a unique opportunity to actually kick start their careers. OTHS auto shop is partnering
with Ford Motor Company sponsored by Bill Walsh Ford. Upon successful completion students will have an opportunity to work at Bill Walsh
Motors while going to school to become a certified Ford technician. Ford Automotive Career Exploration is a partnership program between Ford
Motor Company, Ford, and Lincoln dealerships, and secondary and post-secondary educational institutions. The intent of the program is to raise
awareness and increase interest in career opportunities within the automotive industry, ultimately as a service technician. Students attending a
Ford ACE partnership school can obtain valuable knowledge of Ford/Lincoln vehicle systems by completing Web-Based Training (WBT) via
Ford’s Learning Management System (LMS). These courses are a subset of the same courses taken by Ford’s dealership technicians. By
completing these WBT courses, the students are one step closer to a vocational career.

SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
On January 20th, Mr. Amm; seven of his US History students; Board Member, Roger Amm; and a parent went to see the new World War I
film "1917". The students just completed the content and history behind WWI at the end of 1st semester. They met at Jeremiah Joe's before
heading to the afternoon show.
On a special note, school was not in session on the 20th. This was an important decision these students made to view the movie on their day
off. Both Mr. Andrew Amm and Mr. Roger Amm have a family connection as their father and grandfather served in the “Golden Cross” Division
during World War I. In a Times article published recently, Mr. Roger Amm said “This was an opportunity to learn not only more about the war,
but gain an understanding of what my grandfather went through at the time.” How true for these students on that day!
Thought this was worth sharing - these kids showed interest on a day off from school with no other incentive other than spending time around
their peers, learning, watching a relevant movie and discussing the importance of the event that changed the world.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
The P.E. Department began the new year pre-testing all students using the state-required Fitnessgram testing tool. Following the conclusion of
the Fitnessgram and common assessments tests, classes begin their units.
Freshmen started with teambuilding and then move into dance, softball, and rugby. Upper Classes began with a basketball and bowling unit,
followed by bags and then finish the semester with softball. All classes continue to incorporate fitness and game days into weekly lesson plans.
Strength and Conditioning courses are learning proper techniques for core lifts. The Bodysculpt classes began their yoga unit and 30-day
fitness challenge.
Health classes will discuss mental health and mental illness. In this unit, students learn about this serious issue and how to recognize, address
and seek help. Students learn how to incorporate open and positive conversations about mental health. The Sports Medicine classes focus on
sport-specific injuries. Currently, students study the foot and ankle and will continue to learn how to address injuries throughout the body. The
course finishes with the focus on head injuries.
The most important component for a successful semester is for students to be dressed and ready to participate daily. These two categories
constitute 80% of a student’s semester grade. P.E. clothes are always available for purchase in the locker room each class period as well as
before and after school. Costs: Shirts - $7.00 and Shorts - $9.00. Daily rentals are also available for $1.00.
PE Grading Scale
Semester Grade:
Participation
Classroom Readiness
Tests, Homework, Projects and Assessments

50%
30%
20%

Overall Grade:
Participation, Classroom Readiness, Tests, etc.
Semester Exam

80%
20%

Fitness of the mind and body is important for everyday health and wellness. We encourage our students to participate and learn for life-long
benefits!

ART DEPARTMENT
The OTHS art students are busy creating and organizing work for upcoming shows. In February, our students’ work will be on display at Illinois
Valley Community College (Building D). The annual high school art exhibition will be on display Monday, February 10th through Thursday,
February 20th. The opening reception will take place Tuesday, February 11, from 4:30pm to 6:30pm. This year, we have three seniors who are
submitting portfolios for the IVCC portfolio scholarship.
On Saturday, March 14th, the OTHS Art department will be heading to Sycamore High School for the I-8 Art Conference. Each school may
bring twelve students and twelve pieces of work to compete in various categories. During the conference, students will help arrange the show
and participate in artist-led workshops.

