
OTTAWA TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 140 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING 
AUDITORIUM 

AUGUST 18, 2014 
6:30 P.M. 

  
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL: Board President Timothy J. Creedon III called to order the 
regular meeting of the Ottawa Township High School District 140 Board of Education at 6:30 p.m. on 
August 18, 2014.  Members present: Bill Byczynski, Tim Creedon, Gene Duffy, Don Harris, George 
Shanley, and Karen Fisher.  Member absent: Anita Kopko. 
 
 OTHERS PRESENT: Matt Winchester, Mike Cushing, Jeff DeWalt, OTHSEA President Matt 
Gross, Brenda O’Donnell, Susan MacDonald,  media representatives:  The Times newspaper, and 
WCMY radio. 
 
 PUBLIC HEARING: Board President Creedon opened the public hearing at 6:32 p.m. with the 
statement – Conduct of Public Hearing concerning the intent of the Board of Education to sell $3,400,00 
School Fire Prevention and Safety Bonds.  Board President Creedon asked if there were questions or 
comments from the board members and there were none.  Board President Creedon asked Superintendent 
Winchester if there was any written testimony regarding the Life Safety Bonds, Winchester replied , “no”.  
President Creedon then asked the public for questions or comment.  Dave Smith speaking as a taxpayer 
wants to know if any other agency is given the opportunity to acquire the bonds besides the First National 
Bank of Ottawa.  Superintendent Winchester explained that it is a bidding process and Board President 
Creedon stated that the First National Bank of Ottawa so far has been the lowest rate.  Dave Smith will 
submit a written FOIA request for details.  With no further public comment from the public, a motion was 
made by Shanley, seconded by Byczynski to close the public hearing on the $3,400,000 sale of School 
Fire Prevention and Safety Bonds at 6:38 p.m. On roll call all board members present voted yea.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 President Creedon then opened the public hearing for the intent of the OTHS Board of Education 
to sell $4,735,000 in Working Cash Fund Bonds at 6:39 p.m.  Board President Creedon asked if there was 
any comment or questions from the board members and there were none.   Board President Creedon then 
asked Superintendent Winchester if there was any written testimony regarding the Working Cash Fund 
Bonds, Winchester replied , “no”.   President Creedon then asked the public for questions or comment.  
Christine Miskell, speaking as a taxpayer and parent asked Mr. Winchester if he was anticipating revenue 
to pay off the current bonds.  Mr. Winchester explained the new bond payments will be dovetailed with 
payment on bonds that are being paid off so they will not cause a major change in the property tax 
collection.  Board President Creedon asked if there was any other public comment and there was none.  
The public hearing closed at 6:42 p.m.  On roll call all board members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 
MINUTES: Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Fisher to approve the minutes as submitted 

from the regular meeting on July 21, 2014 and the special meeting on August 8, 2014.  On roll call all 
members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 
BILLS/PAYROLL: Motion made by Fisher, seconded by Harris to approve the district 

treasurer’s report, financial statements, bills and payroll for July 2014 as presented.  On roll call all 
members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 



Board Member Anita Kopko arrived to the meeting at 6:44 p.m. 
 
OTHSEA: OTHSEA President Matt Gross stated the staff is excited for this school year and 

we are looking forward to working with our administration and school board.  We have a few big 
tasks ahead of us, but we know that we will be able to accomplish our goals because we will 
work together to see them through.  Ottawa High School has a rich tradition in academics, extra-
curricular activities and sending impressive young people into the world.  We anticipate another 
great year and are anxious to see what this year has in store.   

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 
AUDIENCE TO VISITORS: Student Dakota Marti thanked DeWalt, Duffy and Kopko for their 

help during the protest period in March.    
Dave Keely representing the SOS group suggested that the group will be working on endorsing 

three candidates for the upcoming school board election.  Dave stated that he was disappointed with the 
lack of teacher support this evening.  Dave requested that grievances filed on his behalf by OTHSEA and 
IEA representative Stacie Walton be withdrawn.  

Steve Gonzalo, speaking as a parent wanted to thank the administration and board members on 
behalf of his family of three daughters that attend Ottawa Township High School.  He and his wife are not 
graduates of OTHS, and had no idea what to expect from OTHS, however, anytime there has been a 
question, they have found that the administration and board of education have proven to be professional 
with regard for safety and high academic standards, fairness and respect to all students and responsible 
stewards with district monies. 

 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

 SUPERINTENDENT: Our main summer construction projects which consisted mainly 
of restroom renovations and cafeteria roof work are complete with the exception of modesty 
panels that need to be installed in the varsity locker room shower area.  The panels will be 
installed as soon as they are delivered. The minor punch list items of patching and painting 
various rooms and areas of construction will be completed prior to closing out the project. 
 

The Drive One 4 UR School Event will be held on August 30th at the Jordan block starting at 9 a.m.   
 
The Starved Rock Division of the Illinois Association of School Boards will be having their annual 

fall meeting on September 11th 

 
Next month’s Board meeting will be held on September 22nd.  We will be having a meet and greet 

light dinner with the new faculty and staff members at 5:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
 

Our swimming pool is out of service due to issues discovered during the annual inspection 
and maintenance.  We are in the process of getting a proposal to estimate the costs associated 
with required repairs and code compliance as soon as possible to determine if we are able to get 
the pool back in service. This assessment and estimate would cost in the $1,500 range.  The pool 
has 1-3” concrete structural walls around the four sides to create the pit structure.  The concrete 
walls are lined with 4” enameled bricks to create the interior liner walls and also the trench drain 
around the perimeter.  There are a number of cracks in the mortar joints of the liner and floor 
tiles.  It is evident that the liner brick walls have broken loose from the main structural walls as 



several sections of the enameled brick liner are loose and bowing out from the main walls due to 
leaks and corrosion.  There is severe corrosion on the reinforcement of the curb and it is causing 
the concrete to crack and break off.  There are also several locations around the concrete curb 
pool drain with cracking.  There are several areas around the backside of the pool structural walls 
with calcium staining indicating water leaks through the structural walls.  There are also several 
locations of corroded reinforcing along the top of the walls where it interfaces with the floor slab 
and pool trench drain.  It is clear the existing reinforcing bars in the concrete walls are suffering 
major corrosion from the leaks through the liner blocks.  Based on the structural engineers 
report, the extensive repairs will require considerable funding to make the pool code compliant.  
If repairs are not economically feasible, then removal of the pool may be necessary.   
 
 
 PRINCIPAL: Once again this year, I would like to report that I heard numerous positive 
comments about registration and as we had over 700 students take advantage of the early registration 
option.  A special thank you to Brenda O’Donnell and Cheri Pagakis for all of their work in the 
organization and implementation of the entire registration process.  In addition to Cheri and Brenda, I 
would also like to thank Linda Horsley, Cheryl Palmer, Kathy Stebing, and Deb Niedzwecki for all of 
their work during registration on August 6, 2014.  

 
We officially started the 2014-15 school year with a Teacher Institute on August 13, 2014.  All 

students reported on Thursday, August 14, 2014 and were dismissed at 2:30 p.m.  We will continue with 
2:30 dismissals until Friday, August 29, 2014.  Starting on Tuesday, September 2, 2014 we will begin our 
regular “A” schedule with 3:05 dismissals.  

 
I would like to thank Mr. Matt Gross, OTHS Freshman Academy Coordinator, for all of his work in 

the organization and implementation of the two freshman orientations that took place on Monday, August 
11 and Wednesday, August 13.   

 
Also, as you are aware we have multiple new staff members in the building: 

 
Kendra Brenbarger - Paraprofessional  
Ashley Burant – Paraprofessional  
Kerri Carpenter – Special Education Secretary 
Linda Horsley – Bookkeeping  
Marissa Maloney – Family Consumer Science Teacher 
Haley Marmion – Paraprofessional 
James Pfeiffer – Science Teacher 
Sara Timmons – Agriculture Teacher  
    

As of Friday, August 15, 2014 our records indicated that we had 1,479 students registered in our 
student management system for the 2014-15 school year. 
  
 Red & White night will be held on Friday, August 22, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.     
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT: Jeff DeWalt thanked teachers Dan Le and Kyra Parrott 
for working with the DoChange mentoring group during the orientation day. 

 
 



PERSONNEL  
VOLUNTEER VOLLEYBALL COACH: Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Fisher to 

approve Katie Bryant as a volunteer volleyball coach for the 2014-15 school year.    On roll call all 
members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 
RESIGNATION: Motion made by Harris, seconded by Shanley to accept John Alexander 

resignation as assistant baseball coach effective immediately, with permission to post the position.  On 
roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 
MATERNITY LEAVE: Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Byczynski to approve the 

maternity leave request for paraprofessional Elizabeth Gillette as submitted.  On roll call all members 
present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

PARAPROFESSIONAL: Motion made by Fisher, seconded by Kopko to hire Ashley Burant as 
a paraprofessional for the 2014-15 school year.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion 
carried. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
BUDGET HEARING DATE AND TIME: This year’s tentative budget revenues in the 

Education Fund (the main operating fund) are projected at $12,144,809 and expenses are projected at 
$15,167,855 for a difference of $3,023,046.  We will be utilizing $2.9 million of working cash to offset 
the deficit.  Over the past several years we have been reducing expenses through cuts in supplies, 
equipment, purchased services, and personnel as actual expenditures from the 12-13 to the 13-14 budgets 
were reduced by a total of $919,425.  Projected expenditures in the Education Fund have been reduced by 
an additional $200,000 from last year’s projected figures.  Although this is an extremely tight budget, we 
will continue to analyze curriculum, programs, and staffing based on available revenue.  The tentative 
budget will be on display in our office and posted on the OTHS website for the required 30 days.  I ask 
for a motion to set the budget hearing for September 22, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.  
 

That being said the motion was made by Duffy, seconded by Kopko to set September 22, 2014 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Ottawa Township High School Board Room (202) as the date, time and location for the 
public hearing on the adoption of the 2014-2015 budget.  The regular board meeting will follow.  On roll 
call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, motion made by Duffy, seconded by Harris 
to adjourn the meeting at 7:14 p.m.  All members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 
 

      _____________________________  ___________________________ 
                    President         Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

OTTAWA TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 140 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL MEETING 
BOARD ROOM 202 
AUGUST 25, 2014 

6:00 P.M. 
  

 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL: Board President Timothy J. Creedon III called to order the 
special meeting of the Ottawa Township High School District 140 Board of Education at 6:00 p.m. on 
August 25, 2014.  Members present: Bill Byczynski, Tim Creedon, Gene Duffy, Don Harris, George 
Shanley, Karen Fisher and Anita Kopko. 
 
 
 OTHERS PRESENT: Matt Winchester, and IASB representatives Barbara Toney and Laura 
Martinez. 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION: Motion made by Kopko, seconded by Harris to enter into closed session 
for self-evaluation, practices and procedures or professional ethics, when meeting with a representative of 
a statewide association of which the public body is a member.  All members present voted yea.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION:  Board President Creedon returned the board members to open 

session at 9:21 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURN: There being no further business, the special meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

_____________________________  ___________________________ 
                     President         Secretary 

 
 

 


