
OTTAWA TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 140 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING/CLOSED SESSION 

MAY 18, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL: President Timothy J. Creedon III called to order the regular 

meeting of the Ottawa Township High School Board of Education District 140 at 6:30 p.m. on May 18, 

2015.  Members present:  Tim Creedon, Gene Duffy, Don Harris, Dave Keely, Andree-Marie Koban, 

John Levy, and George Shanley.      

 

 OTHERS PRESENT:  Matt Winchester, Mike Cushing, Jeff DeWalt, Kelly Schmitt, OTHSEA 

Melissa Basil, representative from the media: The Times newspaper and News Tribune. 

 

 MINUTES: Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Shanley to accept and approve the minutes for 

the regular meeting on April 20, 2015.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion made by Levy, seconded by Duffy to accept and approve the minutes for the 

reorganizational meeting on May 4, 2015.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion made by Harris, seconded by Duffy to amend and approve the minutes for the special 

meeting on May 6, 2015 to read “discuss procedure to hire personnel in open session.”  On roll call all 

members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion made by Harris, seconded by Duffy to accept and approve the minutes for the special 

meeting on May 13, 2015.  On roll call Harris, Duffy, Keely, Koban, Levy, and Shanley voted yea.  

Creedon abstained due to not being able to attend this meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

 BILLS/PAYROLL: Motion made by Harris, seconded by Duffy to approve the district 

treasurer’s report, financial statements, bills and payroll for April 2015.  On roll call all members present 

voted yea.  Motion carried.   

 

 AUDIENCE TO VISITORS:  Ottawa FFA officers Dakota Marti, Austin Walter, Carter 

Gualandri, Cally Diss, and Emily Bernard introduced themselves and welcomed new board members.   

OTHSEA Melissa Basil congratulated Sue Williamson who was awarded Teacher of the Year by the 

Foundation for the school year 2014-2015.   

 

 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

 SUPERINTENDENT: I would like to publicly thank Mrs. Mary Ellen Stevenson and family for 

donating over $1,500 in tools and woodworking books/videos to our woodworking program in honor of 

her late husband Richard Stevenson.  Donations such as this are greatly appreciated!  We have a photo of 

Mrs. Stevenson, her two sons, and woods teacher Bryan Guenther on the OTHS website. 

 

Joe Schmidt, FFA Alumni President, and the Alumni Boosters have offered to pay the activity fee for 

those students that join FFA for next school year.  The alumni group will present a check in the amount of 

$2,500 in August to cover the cost for those students who wish to be part of FFA.  I thank the FFA 

Alumni Boosters for their support of our FFA program. 

 



The King Field sound system components have been installed and tested.  As you recall, the sound system 

was damaged due to a burst water line this past winter.  The new components were covered through 

insurance minus the deductible.  

 

The OTHS Commencement Ceremony will be held on Friday, May 29th, at 7:00 p.m. in Kingman Gym.  

A reminder that the Board will meet at 6:00 p.m. in the Board room. 

 

The annual end of the meeting to honor faculty, staff, and retirees will be held on Wednesday, May 27th.  

This year’s retirees are German teacher Heather Reardon, Spanish teacher Sue Staus,  and school nurse 

Carol Crouch.  We also will be honoring, in five year increments, faculty and staff who have ten to forty 

or more years of service with the District.  

 

The Ottawa Elementary School graduation ceremony will take place in Kingman Gym on Thursday, May 

28th at 7pm.   

 

Summer Life/Safety and the pool room conversion work begin on June 1st.  Access to the building will be 

limited to under the passageway for a good portion of the summer due to construction.  Teachers have 

been notified of the work and which areas of the building will be off limits. 

 

Congratulations to English teacher Sue Williamson for being named the 2014-15 OTHS Educational 

Foundation Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. Williamson will receive $500 to utilize in her classroom, has 

reserved parking for the year, and will have her name engraved on the Teacher of the Year plaque. 

 

 

 PRINCIPAL:  On Friday, May 8, 2015 the Jazz Band and Opus 24 Jazz Choir performed their 

annual jazz concert. 

 

On Thursday, May 14, 2015 the annual Spring Concert was conducted by the OTHS Band.   

Congratulations to Ms. Reckmeyer and the band students on another great performance. 

 

On Friday, May 15, 2015 we conducted our annual Honors Day program at OTHS.  Congratulations to 

the students who were recognized during the program.  These students were awarded over $1.3 million 

($1,302,580) worth of scholarships during the program. 

 

On Friday, May 22, 2015 the OTHS Choir will conduct its annual Pop Concert at 7:30 p.m. in the 

auditorium.   

  

Current enrollment as of May 18, 2015 was 1,345. 

 

As of May 18, 2015 we currently have 386 freshmen officially registered for the 2015-16 school year.  

 

On May 19, 2015 we will have an assembly to recognize the music department on their 19th consecutive, 

and 20th overall, state championship.  We will also recognize other individuals, groups, and/or teams at 

this assembly. 

 

Final Exams will be administered beginning on Tuesday, May 26, 2015 and will conclude on Thursday, 

May 28, 2015.   

 

As part of the Congressional Art Competition OTHS Sophomore Alayna Byczynski submitted her work 

to Congressman Adam Kinzinger’s office. It was selected to represent the 16th Congressional District. 

Her piece is going to be on display for the next year in the Cannon Tunnel, which leads to the US Capitol. 



Alayna has also been awarded a trip for two to Washington DC to attend the art show opening and 

reception.  

 

 

 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: I have a number of congratulations to offer this evening as our 

students and staff have been recognized as outstanding members of the OTHS school community.   

I would first like to congratulate sophomore Thomas Duffy who was named 2nd Team Academic All 

American by the National Wheelchair Basketball Association for 2014-15.     

 

Several current OTHS junior and senior students have been nominated by a teacher or counselor to attend 

the National Youth Leadership Forum this fall in Washington, D.C.  The topic of this year’s forum is 

National Security.  Nominees must have demonstrated academic excellence, leadership potential and an 

interest in pursuing intelligence, diplomacy or defense as a career.  Nominees from the class of 2017 

include Kalie Neumann and Tim Nistor; from the class of 2016: Carleigh Cronkright, Dakota Marti, 

Seamus McGettigan, Chase Ochsner, and Nick Slagle.  Congratulations to all.   

 

Finally, I would like to congratulate Mrs. Ellen Gross on being a national finalist for the 2015 Scholastic 

180 Awards.  Mrs. Gross teaches Math 180, an intervention program that is taught in a block with pre-

algebra and aimed at addressing the needs of students coming to high school with math skills that are well 

below grade-level expectations.  Characteristics that led me to nominate Mrs. Gross for this award 

include:  

 - Her exemplary work in the implementation of Math 180 and tying the program to her  pre-   

algebra lessons as a means of making both classes relevant for her students. 

 - Her constant efforts to positively influence the growth mindset and self-esteem of her        

students.  

 - The ability and willingness to try new ideas and be creative in her teaching. 

 - Her constant assessment of student learning, and use resulting data to inform instruction. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Gross and her students on the exceptional progress they have made together this 

year.   

 

PERSONNEL: 

 

 GIRLS BASKETBALL COACH:  Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Shanley to approve 

Brent Moore as head girls’ basketball coach.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 RESIGNATIONS:  Motion made by Shanley, seconded by Keely to accept the resignation of Al 

Treest, Director of Community Outreach and Advertising.   On roll call all members present voted yea.  

Motion carried. 

  

 Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Koban to accept the resignation of volleyball coach Heather 

Dorton.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 MATERNITY LEAVE:  Motion made by Levy, seconded by Harris to approve the maternity 

leave request of Kellee Granados, Family and Consumer Science, starting August 17, 2015 and returning 

on September 23, 2015.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

  

 FALL ASSISTANT COACHES: Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Levy to approve the fall 

assistant coaches list.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 SPECIAL EDUCATION INDIVIDUAL AIDE: Motion made by Shanley, seconded by Duffy 

to approve Henrietta Wiencek as special education individual aide for the 2015-2016 school year.  On roll 

call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 



 

    NURSE:  Motion made by Levy, seconded by Harris to approve Trish Modeen as nurse for 2015-

2016 school year, and to post her CNA position.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 DISCONTINUE SWIMMING PROGRAM:  Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Levy to 

discontinue the Ottawa Township High School swimming program.  On roll call all members present 

voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 CO-OP SWIMMING PROGRAM:  Motion made by Levy, seconded by Harris to join the 

swimming co-op established and hosted by LaSalle Peru High School.  On roll call all members present 

voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 TRANSPORTATION SERVICE:  Motion made Shanley, seconded by Harris to approve a 5 

year agreement with Ottawa Elementary School District to provide student transportation services at a 

cost of $825,000 per year.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS: 

 

APPOINT AUDITOR FOR 2014-15 AUDIT: Motion made by Harris, seconded by Shanley to 

appoint Roenfeldt & Lockas to conduct the 2014-15 audit on July 13, 2015 at a cost not to exceed 

$11,600.   On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

INTERQUEST CANINE CONTRACT: Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Harris to approve 

the Interquest Canine Contract for school year 2015-16 at $345 per visit.  On roll call all members present 

voted yea.  Motion carried. 

 

 SEEK PERMISSION FOR TWO REPLACEMENT VEHICLES: Motion made by Duffy, 

seconded by Harris to seek bids for a 14 passenger activity bus and a 7 passenger van.  On roll call all 

members present voted yea.  Motion carried.    

 

 LOAN FROM EDUCATION FUND TO DEBT SERVICES FUND:  Motion made by Harris, 

seconded by Shanley to approve a loan of $62,990.40 from the Educational Fund to the Debt Services 

Fund. 

On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried.    

 

DISCUSSION OF SPECIAL MEETING TIMES:  Keely stated that having special meetings 

in the a.m. is a work conflict for him.  It would give the public a greater possibility of being able to attend.  

Creedon said that due to the need to meet the goal of a deadline it is more viable to have meetings in the 

morning.  After much discussion, a motion was made by Keely, seconded by Koban to have special 

meetings at night when possible unless dictated they need to be in the morning.  On roll call the following 

members voted yea:  Duffy, Harris, Keely, Koban, Levy, and Shanley.  Voting nay:  Creedon.  Motion 

carried.    

  

 PERMISSION TO SELL ITEMS:  Motion made by Shanley, seconded by Koban to approve 

selling 20 old sewing machines for $10 each to a local community member.  On roll call all members 

present voted yea.  Motion carried.    

 



 Motion made by Duffy, seconded by Levy to approve selling the automotive lift from the auto 

shop.  Anticipated value is $500.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried.    

 

 ISBE FOCUS MONITORING PLAN:  Motion made by Shanley, seconded by Duffy to 

approve the ISBE Focused Monitoring Plan as presented.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  

Motion carried.    

 

  

 

 

 

 CLOSED SESSION:  Motion made by President Creedon, seconded by Shanley to enter into 

closed session at 7:25 p.m. to discuss appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, 

or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including 

hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel 

for the public body to determine its validity, negotiations, and student discipline - with possible action to 

be taken.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried.   

  

 RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: President Creedon returned the Board to open session at 9:11 

p.m.  On roll call all members present voted yea.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 ADJOURN: There being no further business, President Creedon adjourned the meeting at 9:14 

p.m.   

 

  

 

 

                ______________________________   ______________________________ 

                              President                             Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


