
Important Dates

9/3/2018 - No School (Labor Day)

9/18/2018 - 2:30 Dismissal

10/4/2018 - Noon Dismissal

10/5/2018 - No School
       Teacher’s Institute

10/8/2018 - No School (Columbus Day)

10/12/2018 - End of 1st Nine Weeks

10/23/2018 - 2:30 Dismissal
5-7:30 pm Parent/Teacher Conferences

10/25/2018 - 2:30 Dismissal
5-7:30 pm Parent/Teacher Conferences
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From the desk of Principal Patrick Leonard

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! We continue to publicize this newsletter 
in an e�ort to better communicate with the members of the Ottawa Township 
High School learning community. Every few months a new issue of the newslet-
ter will be linked to the Ottawa Township High School webpage. In each of the 
newsletters we will provide information to you about what is happening in our 
academic departments. We will also provide you with information from the 
administration when it is necessary. For instance, please mark your calendars as 
we will be holding parent/teacher conferences on Tuesday, October 23, 2018 
and Thursday, October 25, 2018 from 5:00-7:30. For further 2018-19 school 
calendar highlights, please see the following page. Also, continue to check this 
link throughout the school year for information about the great events and 
programs that are taking place at Ottawa Township High School.

Please welcome to Ottawa Township High School the following new members of 
our sta� or those who are in a di�erent position this school year.

 Heather Billings- English Teacher
 Julie Brown- English Teacher
 Jason Conforti- Physical Education Teacher
 Megan Crutchett- Math Teacher
 Kirsten Dorwart- Special Needs Secretary
 Levi Ericson- Physical Education Teacher
 Janelle Nordtvedt- CADD/Intro to Technology
 Michelle Schoolman- Sophomore Class Counselor
 Kim Swords- Counseling Department Chair
 Lauren Yates- Junior Class Counselor

Over the course of the 2018-2019 school year, please contact the school by 
phone (815) 433-1323 or by email if you have any comments, questions, or 
concerns.

Thank you and have a great 2018-2019 school year!

Sincerely,

Patrick Leonard, Principal
Ottawa Township High School



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 
  August has returned students and teachers to the classroom, and the OTHS English department is happy to be 
back. We know that the 2018-19 school year will be exciting and �lled with incredible opportunities for both 
students and teachers. Our sincere wish is that in 2018-19 each one of us will grow and develop. Please know 
that we want to be as helpful as possible this school year to both you and your student(s). If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact your student’s English teacher. Our teachers can be reached most easily via 
the school email. We know that maximum growth and development will occur only when we all work together, 
so we are counting on you to partner with us.

  Returning to the OTHS English department this year is Heather Billings, and new to our department is Julie 
Brown. Mrs. Billings is very excited to be back onboard the Pirate ship! She will be teaching English II (both 
Speech and Composition) and English III. Welcome home! Ms. Brown is a former teacher at Bolingbrook and 
Serena. She will be teaching English IV and English III. Welcome onboard the OTHS pirate ship!

   This year our department will again be focusing on realigning writing across our curriculum. This work was 
begun last year. Our goal is to ensure that OTHS students become writing pro�cient at every grade level and 
that they will be able to carry these writing skills forward into their futures.

     So, let’s get this new school year started! We truly believe that this can be the best school year ever--as long as 
we are all in the educational process together.  It’s a fact: when parents and teachers work side by side, the child 
always wins. So, let’s get busy; let’s get started, and let’s make the 2018-19 school year the best!

The math department is excited about starting another new year.  We would like to extend a welcome not only to 
our students but also to the newest addition to our sta�, Mrs. Megan Crutchett.

Parents, we appreciate all the support that you give your students and recognize that it really does make a di�er-
ence.   The following are some tips on ways to help your students.

• Please make sure that your student has the required materials and brings them to class every day.  Ask   
 them if they need a notebook, pencils, a pencil case, calculator, or a three-ring binder.  

• Expect your student to have math homework every night.  In order for students to better understand and  
 master mathematics, we do assign homework almost every night. Very rarely will they not have an assign 
 ment.

• Check on-line progress.  We are working diligently to get the grades on-line as soon as possible.   It really  
 helps to catch problems early on so that we can get your student the help that they need.

• Encourage your student to get help when needed – either from the teacher, a tutor, another student who  
 has already taken the class, or from others in the class.   A study group of students taking the same subject  
 can be very helpful.  Please be sure to encourage them to work together, making sure everyone under-  
 stands the problems and is not just copying to get the assignment completed.  Our goal is for each   
 student to learn the material.

• Ask your student, “What did you learn in math class today?”  By explaining and discussing the concepts  
 that they learned about in class, your student is reinforcing and better learning the ideas that they covered  
 in class!  Plus, you have the added bene�t of knowing that they were paying attention and working hard!

• Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, please email your student’s teacher.  You can �nd the appro- 
 priate email address on the Ottawa High website.  We check email regularly and will respond quickly.

MATH DEPARTMENT



SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Welcome back everyone!  The Special Education Department is excited to start out the new school year.  

New this year, all parents and guardians need to bring a state issued driver’s license or ID when they enter OTHS for any 
reason.  Just something to keep in mind when you come in for an IEP.  

This year, those students who have Speech and Social Work services will be focusing on the following skills: CONVERSATION 
SKILLS, SOCIAL ETIQUETTE, LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL, COPING SKILLS, WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN WORKING IN GROUPS AT 
THE HIGH SCHOOL, UNDERSTANDING EMOTIONS, BODY LANGUAGE, SARCASM, AND FRIENDSHIPS/RELATIONSHIPS. 

Mrs. Mooneyham, OTHS Speech Therapist, can be contacted via email at KMOONEYHAM@OTTAWAHIGH.COM. 
Mrs. Hiland, OTHS Social worker can be contacted via email   KHILAND@OTTAWAHIGH.COM.  

We are looking forward to an exciting year! 

“As we begin the school year, all students should be reminded to use good speaking skills inside the classroom.  This 
includes being ‘in the moment ‘and making brief eye contact with your communication partner(s).  Speak at a slower rate 
than you are used to-this helps to get your words out more clearly.”
Mrs.  Mooneyham, M.S. CCC-SLP

All of us are working diligently to make sure that the OHS students with IEP’s are being educated in the least restrictive 
environment while achieving their post-secondary goals.   Please feel free to contact your child’s case manager with any 
questions, comments, or concerns!

Math League Starts in October

Math League is a math competition for elementary, middle, and high school students in the United States, Canada, 
and other countries.  The Math League was founded in 1977 by two high school mathematics teachers, Steven R. 
Conrad and Daniel Flegler.  Ottawa High School has participated in the Math League for many years going back to the 
1980s.  Math League provides an enriching opportunity for students, and lets them be recognized for their mathe-
matical achievement.

The high school contests contain 6 short-answer questions to solve in 30 minutes, covering geometry, algebra, 
trigonometry, and other advanced pre-calculus topics.  Although not all students may have yet taken classes in 
trigonometry and pre-calculus, the �rst two contest questions are solvable using only algebra 1 and geometry.  Math 
League requires that students use the skills that they are learning and practicing in their classes, and also asks that 
they solve creatively with those skills.  

Although not required, some math teachers give extra credit for participating in the Math League contests.  Anyone 
that enjoys a math and/or logic challenge should give Math League a try.

Math League usually meets the second Tuesday of the month from 7:20-7:50 a.m. in room 702.  Anyone that can’t 
meet at that time, or would like more information should see Mr. Francis in room 702.

Here are the tentative dates for the 2018-2019 Math League contests.
October 16, November 13, December 11, January 15, February 12,  March 19

The Counseling Center had many changes coming into the new school year.  I would like to introduce our coun-
selors by grade level.  Mrs. Basil is our Freshman Academy Counselor, Mrs. Schoolman is our Sophomore Counsel-
or, Mrs. Yates is our Junior Counselor, Mrs. Rios is our Senior Counselor and Mrs. Swords is our Special Needs 
Counselor and Department Chair.

We are so excited about the new school year and would like to welcome back each of you and extend a special 
welcome to all our new families in the district.  Please feel free to stop by room 203 anytime!

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT



The physical education department is welcoming two new teachers this year.  Mr. Jason Conforti is an OTHS 
graduate and has recently moved back to the area.  He comes to us with several years of teaching experience and 
is also an assistant football coach.  Levi Ericson is also joining us this year.  He is a graduate from ISU, and this is his 
�rst teaching job.  He is also an assistant football coach.  We are expecting great things from both of these teach-
ers, welcome to OTHS!

All classes are conducting baseline �tness tests using a new FITNESSGRAM program.  

What is FITNESSGRAM?

FITNESSGRAM is a tool used to assess physical �tness and physical activity levels for children. The assessment 
includes a variety of health-related physical �tness tests that are used to determine students’ overall physical 
�tness and suggest areas for improvement when appropriate.

Classes will begin unit lessons next week but will continue �tness lessons throughout the school year.  Additional 
�tness assessments will be conducted throughout the school year. 

Ottawa Physical Education Academic Grading Scale 
Participation        50%
Classroom Readiness       30%      Semester Grade
Tests, Homework, Projects and Assessments    20%
Semester Exam        20% of Overall Grade

UNIFORMS
PE uniforms can be purchase at the school, in either the girls or the boys locker room. Costs are as follows: 
T-Shirt      $7.00
Long Mesh  or short Sofee  $9.00

*** Rental uniforms are also available on a daily basis, cost to rent is $1.00.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

VOCATIONAL AND BUSINESS DEPARTMENTS

Mr. Cooper’s Personal Finance classes are learning about the basics of stocks and the stock market.  To help educate 
the students in these areas, the students have created a stock portfolio that they will monitor during the semester.  
Each student did research and received recommendations for ten stocks to purchase.  After receiving the recom-
mendations, they learned how to determine the cost for one share of the stock.  To complete compiling the portfo-
lio the students had to determine how many shares of each stock that they wanted to purchase.  Below is an exam-
ple of one entry in the portfolio.

Name   Symbol  Exchange Shares  Price  Amount
General Electric  GE  NYSE   800    $12.45  $9,960

Upon completion of the semester, the students should have an understanding of the advantages and disadvantag-
es of investing in the stock market and the volatility associated with it.



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! All of the teachers in the Science department wish you a productive and enjoy-
able school year. For the �rst time in a while we do not have any new teachers this year, so there are no new introduc-
tions! In order to assist students in any science class we have added additional science tutoring before and after school.

 Monday 3:30-4:15 PM Mrs. Overocker in room 700A
 Tuesday 7:00-7:45 AM Mr. Pfei�er in room 703
 Thursday 3:30-4:15 PM Mr. Atchley in room 806

Again this is for extra tutoring and you are still encouraged to see your teacher before or after school as well for any 
topics that you are having di�culty with. In addition there is also freshman and sophomore tutoring in the library during 
homeroom. 

Science clubs will be starting soon, so listen for the announcement of when the �rst meetings will be. We have the Earth 
Club meeting in room 708 and the ACS Chemistry Club will be meeting after school in room 703, usually on every other 
Wednesday. There are plans to have several guest speakers this year and we will be partnering with the IVCC ChemClub 
again for their annual SciFest in April. Below are some pictures from the last SciFest, since this is the �rst newsletter since 
we participated.



MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Over the summer, the band was busy preparing for their �rst performances of the year.  They had a one week band camp to 
learn their 2018 halftime show and prepare for their parades in Ottawa and Grand Ridge.  On a hot day, the Marching 
Pirates represented Ottawa well at the Riverfest Parade.  One week into the school year, they again represented Ottawa well 
in their performance at the Grand Ridge Parade.  This past Friday, the Marching Pirates performed their �rst football game 
of the year.  They started o� by rallying fans at Jordan Block Park before marching down and into the courtyard for the 
tradition team procession to the Hog.  At halftime, the group performed well executing di�cult music and a di�cult drill.  
They will perform again at the home football game on August 31.  

On Septmber 8, the Marching Pirates will travel to Northern Illinois University to perform in their band day.  There they will 
get to rehearse with the NIU Husky Marching Band and will perform a halftime show with them and other schools from 
around the state.  It should be an exciting day!

Students in the choir just completed their auditions to sing the national anthem and to be selected to be in one of the 
vocal jazz ensembles.  The vocal jazz ensmebles are beginning to have regular rehearsals to prepare for ILMEA auditions in 
the fall and other upcoming performances this semester.  On September 21, all of the choirs will sing the national anthem 
for the homecoming football game.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
Consider joining Foreign Language Club!  

The club meets Thursdays at 7:40 am. The club will be taking a peek into other languages and world cultures.  Some activi-
ties include language tutoring, community service, watching videos, listening to music, checking out some cultural places, 
such as grocery stores, restaurants, and a �eld trip to the German Christmas market in Chicago.  Speaking of trips, the FL 
Club took students to Costa Rica & Panama this past summer for a hands-on experience.  The trip included a visit to the 
Panama Canal, as well as interacting with the locals, bargaining in the markets, visiting some ruins, saw some cool wildlife 
hiking, swimming, & snorkeling, went kayaking, swam in some natural hot springs, ziplined over the rainforest, danced with 
the locals, & enjoyed some great food! We learned & had fun doing it! 

ART DEPARTMENT

Welcome back!  We are looking forward to another year of creating. We have many talented artists at OTHS! In Art 1, 
students are learning about value and composition.  The second year students are working with sight measuring, propor-
tions and value.  The Advanced Concept students are gaining new  �gure drawing skills. AP 2D students had a chance to 
show o� their summer assignments and have already started building their portfolios. 

Crafts classes are making necklaces and bracelets using hemp and polymer clay beads. This project's focus is pattern to 
create rhythm using �ne motor skills. The 3-D design students are starting to make  Abstract Wire Sculptures out of hang-
ers, pantyhose, and a block of wood. The sculptures will be painted with acrylic and focus on form/shape.  The Digital 
Photography classes are learning how to operate dslr cameras, class equipment and digital darkroom software.  Our 
graphic design students just started working on vector drawings in Adobe Illustrator. They will be using Adobe’s Creative 
Cloud software to design and render logos.

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

State and Local History class students visited the I&M Canal toll collector's house in Ottawa on Saturday, August 25.  Mr. 
Dave McBride of the Ottawa Canal Association described the e�orts to re-water the canal undertaken this summer and 
detailed the future plans that will result in the re-watering of the canal in Ottawa in the spring of 2019.  The State and Local 
History classes were also invited to attend the 7th Annual W.H.L. Wallace Memorial Event in Marseilles the weekend of 
August 25-26.  This Civil War themed event included Civil War battle reenactments, a Civil War encampment, 19th Century 
music, and authentic Civil War artifacts.  Proceeds from this event are dedicated to the restoration and maintenance of the 
Dickey Cemetery, General W.H.L. Wallace's �nal resting place.  


