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IMPORTANT DATES From the desk of Principal Patrick Leonard 
Welcome to the 2019-20 school year! We continue to publicize this newsletter in an effort to better 
communicate with the members of the Ottawa Township High School learning community.  Every few 
months a new issue of the newsletter will be linked to the Ottawa Township High School webpage.  In 
each of the newsletters we will provide information to you about what is happening in our academic 
departments.  

We will also provide you with information from the administration when it is necessary.  For instance, 
please mark your calendars as we will be holding parent/teacher conferences on Tuesday, October 22, 
2019 and Thursday, October 24, 2019 from 5:00-7:30. For further 2019-20 school calendar highlights, 
please see the following page.  We encourage you to check this link throughout the school year for 
information about upcoming events and programs that are taking place at Ottawa Township High School. 

Please welcome to Ottawa Township High School the following new members of our staff or those who 
are in a different position this school year. 

Patty Bernardoni – Special Education Teacher
Anne Carlson – English Teacher
Kelley Getzelman – Library Media Specialist
Michelle Hall – Paraprofessional 
Charlene Hamann – Special Education Teacher
Candi Hawk – Paraprofessional
Kristin Heredia – Director of Teaching and Learning (former OTHS Dean of Students)
Kristina Kore – Science Teacher
Jessica Kuhn – Dean of Students (former OTHS PE / Health Teacher)
Lynn Lambert – Business / Technology Education Teacher
Christina Miller - Paraprofessional
Kayla Moore – Main Office Secretary
Kathy Nellis – Math Teacher
Lori Satterfield – Paraprofessional
Blair Theissen – Counseling Office Secretary
Stephanie Ziel – Physical Education / Health Teacher
 
Over the course of the 2019-20 school year, please contact the school by phone (815) 433-1323 or by 
email if you have any comments, questions, or concerns.  

Thank you and have a great 2019-20 school year!

Sincerely,

Patrick Leonard, Principal
Ottawa Township High School

9/2/2019 - No School
Labor Day

10/10/2019 - Noon Dismissal

10/11/2019 - No School
Teacher Institute #2

10/14/2019 - No School
Columbus Day

11/11/2019 - No School 
Veterans Day

11/27-29/2019 - No School
Thanksgiving Break



Ottawa Township High School
2019-2020 Tentative School Calendar Highlights

Wednesday, August 7, 2019  Registration from 10:00 – 6:00
Thursday, August 8, 2019   5:30 Freshman Open House 
Monday, August 12, 2019   Teacher Institute #1
Tuesday, August 13, 2019   All Students Report (2:30 Dismissal)
Thursday, August 15, 2019   6:30 Sport/Activity Parent Meeting
Monday, September 2, 2019  No School – Labor Day
Friday, October 11, 2019   (ROE) Teacher Institute #2
Monday, October 14, 2019   Columbus Day – No School
Tuesday, October 22, 2019  2:30 Student Dismissal: P/T Conferences 5:00 – 7:30
Thursday, October 24, 2019  2:30 Student Dismissal: P/T Conferences 5:00 – 7:30
Monday, November 11, 2019  No School – Veterans Day
*Wednesday, November 27, 2019  No School – Students and Teachers
Thursday, November 28, 2019   No School – Thanksgiving Day 
Friday, November 29, 2019  No School – Thanksgiving Break
**Friday, December 20, 2019  Last Day of 1st Semester and Final Exams
Monday, December 23, 2019  Winter Break Begins
Monday, January 6, 2020   Teacher Institute #3
Tuesday, January 7, 2020   All Students Report
Wednesday, January 15, 2020  Open House
Monday, January 20, 2020   No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, February 17, 2020  No School – Presidents’ Day
Monday, March 23, 2020   Spring Break Begins (March 23 – March 27, 2020)
Monday, March 30, 2020   Staff/Students Return from Spring Break
Friday, April 10, 2020   No School – Good Friday
Monday, April 13, 2020   No School – Easter Monday
**Wednesday, May 20, 2020  Last Day of 2nd Semester and Final Exams
Monday, May 25, 2020   No School – Memorial Day (If school is in session.)
Friday, May 29, 2020   Teacher Institute #4
Friday, May 29, 2020   Graduation

Notes:
*With parent/teacher conferences being conducted on October 22 and October 24, 2019, school will not be in session on Wednesday, 
November 27, 2019.

** 1st Semester and 2nd Semester Final Exam Days are subject to change based on the use of emergency days during the 
2019-2020 school year.

Grading Periods:
1st Nine Weeks:  August 13 – October 10, 2019 
2nd Nine Weeks:  October 15 – December 20, 2019 
3rd Nine Weeks:  January 7 – March 6, 2020 
4th Nine Weeks:   March 9 – May 20, 2020 

Noon Dismissals:
   Thursday, October 10, 2019
   Friday, February 14, 2020

2:30 Dismissals (Tentative):
Tuesday, August 12, 2019  – Friday, August 23, 2019
Tuesday, September 17, 2019
Tuesday, October 1, 2019 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 (P/T Conferences)
Thursday, October 24, 2019 (P/T Conferences)
Tuesday, November 5, 2019
Tuesday, November 26, 2019
Tuesday, December 10, 2019
Wednesday, January 15, 2020 (Open House)
Tuesday, January 28, 2020
Tuesday, February 25, 2020
Tuesday, March 10, 2019
Friday, March 20, 2020
Thursday, April 9, 2020
Tuesday, May 5, 2020



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

MATH DEPARTMENT

  Welcome back everyone! Excitement abounds in OTHS’s 
English Division as we begin the 2019-2020 school year. A new 
“Literacy Support” program has been put in place using 
“Newsela” to further aid students in becoming better readers; 
the division has put in place common writing language with a 
specific vertical structure to continue to work on improving the 
writing skills of our students; we are working to further imple-
ment technology into our classrooms through the usage of 
online programs like Office 365, Turn It In, and No Red Ink; and 
we are taking a very progressive approach to OTHS’s advance-
ment to a one-to-one school next year through brainstorming, 
sharing, and continuous collaboration.  

     The English Division is pleased to welcome two teachers 
who are new to us this year—Kelley Getzelman and Anne 
Carlson. Mrs. Getzelman comes to us from Heritage Grove 
Middle School in Plainfield where she worked as a special 
education teacher. She is in her tenth year as an educator and 
joins OTHS this year as our Library Media Specialist. Mrs. 
Carlson worked at Streator Township High School over the last 
fourteen years teaching English. She is teaching English 2 and 
English 3 courses this year at OTHS. We are very happy to 
have them aboard. 
     
     Over the summer of 2019, the division received its AP 
English Literature and Composition test scores from the 
College Board. Of the thirty-one OTHS students who took the 
test, twenty-three scored a 3, 4, or 5 (5 being the highest 
score). With a score of 3, by law, students will receive some 
college credit hours at public institutions in the state of Illinois. 
Scores of 3, 4, or 5 on the exam may also result in credit at 
many colleges across the county. Since the AP English Litera-
ture & Composition course’s inception at OTHS in 2010, 83% of 
the 167 students who have taken the exam near the end of 
each school year have scored a 3 or higher with seventy-two 
students scoring a 4 or a 5. The English Division would like to 
commend each and every OTHS student—former and 
current—who has taken on the serious challenge of the 
college-level AP courses that we offer. 

WELCOME BACK! 

The Math Department is excited about starting another new year.  We would like to extend a welcome not only to our students, but 
also to the newest addition to our staff, Mrs. Kathy Nellis.

  The English Division would like to take a moment to thank Sue 
Williamson for her many years of service as a teacher, adviser, 
and English Division Chair at Ottawa Township High School. 
Ms. Williamson started at OTHS in 1979 and just retired from 
classroom teaching this past school year. Ms. Williamson’s 
passion as an educator is contagious, and that passion has 
certainly left a lasting impression on the students and teachers 
that worked with her over the last forty years. We are happy to 
note that Ms. Williamson will continue to work with our 
theater/drama students at OTHS via our traditional fall plays 
and spring musicals. We certainly look forward to many more 
wonderful productions under her guidance.  

     Finally, this is my first OTHS English Division newsletter. 
Sue Williamson’s shoes are going to be hard to fill, but as 
OTHS’s new English Division Chair, I am going to work as 
diligently as I can to make sure that the groundwork laid by her 
and previous chairs continues to be built upon. One or our chief 
goals as a department is to continuously improve what we are 
doing in the classroom. I have complete faith that the wonderful 
people I work with in the English Division at Ottawa Township 
High School are going to strive to help our division maintain its 
status as one of the best at OTHS while also positioning it as 
one of the best in the region. I cannot help but be excited about 
what the future of our division and our school holds. 

With that, the OTHS English Division hopes that everyone has 
a great 2019-2020 school year.    



Parents, we appreciate the support you give your students and recognize that it really does make a difference.   The following are 
some tips on ways to help your student.

 • Please make sure your student has the required materials and brings them to class every day.  Ask them if they  
  need a notebook, pencils, a pencil case, calculator, or a three-ring binder.  
 • Expect your student to have math homework every night.  In order for students to better understand and master  
  mathematics, we assign homework each night. 
 • Monitor progress regularly by checking Skyward.  We are working diligently to get the grades available as soon as  
  possible.   It helps reference Skyward so we can get your student the help that they need.
 • Encourage your student to seek help when needed – either from the teacher, a tutor, another student who has  
  already taken the class, or from others in the class.   A study group of students taking the same subject can be very  
  helpful.  Please be sure to encourage them to work together, making sure everyone understands the problems. Our  
  goal is for each student to learn the material. 
 • Ask your student, “What did you learn in math class today?”  By explaining and discussing the concepts that they  
  learned about in class, your student is reinforcing and better learning the ideas that they covered in class!  Plus,  
  you have the added benefit of knowing that they were paying attention and working hard!
 • Skyward Family Access is a valuable resource. Also, math tutoring is available Monday, Tuesday and Thursday  
  after school and Tuesday through Friday before school.
 • Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, please email your student’s teacher.  You can find the appropriate  
  email address on the Ottawa High website.  We check email regularly and will respond quickly.

Welcome back to the 2019-2020 school year!  We are excited to start the year with some new members to our Special Education 
Department.  Charlene Hamann and Patty Bernardoni are joining us as teachers.  Chris Miller, Candi Hawk and Michelle Hall are 
joining us as paraprofessionals.  We are so glad to have them as a part of our department.  

The transition students hit the ground running this year.  They started delivering teachers' mail, cleaning the cafeteria twice a day, 
washing rental PE uniforms, and filling ice packs for the nurse.  They toured the Ottawa Fire Station as well as Friendship Village.  
They continue to work at their various jobs in the community.  The various jobs they complete also help them become familiar with 
the resources their community has to offer.   These are key components in becoming independent in their adult lives.  

Mrs. Heuser has introduced a new program into her English classroom, System 44.  This program will help our lower level readers 
build their comprehension and basic reading skills.

All of us are working diligently to make sure that the OTHS students with IEP’s are being educated in the least restrictive environ-
ment while achieving their post-secondary goals.   Please feel free to contact your child’s case manager with any questions, 
comments, or concerns!

In addition to her teaching experience, she also has experience 
in practical application involving math and science from using her 
engineering degree for 16 years at the start her career. Reading 
and taking care of her pets are her most favorite interests 
outside of the classroom. And here’s just a little inside informa-
tion for her students...she loves cookies!

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Mrs. Kathy Nellis

We would like to welcome Mrs. Kathy Nellis (the newest math 
teacher in the bunch) to the 800 floor and to OTHS!  She 
replaces Ms. Greanias who retired after teaching math a total 
of 44 years.  Mrs. Nellis is coming to Ottawa after teaching for 
12 years, nine of which were as a math teacher at LP Chris-
tian School and three as a science teacher in Streator.  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

The Physical Education Department welcomes Mrs. Stephanie Ziel.  She graduated from Elmhurst College, taught in Colorado, and 
last year moved back to the area.  Mrs. Ziel will be teaching health and physical education this year.  We are excited to have her on 
our team, welcome to OTHS!

All classes are conducting baseline fitness tests using the FITNESSGRAM program.  

What is FITNESSGRAM?

FITNESSGRAM is a tool used to assess physical fitness and physical activity levels for children. The assessment includes a variety 
of health-related physical fitness tests that are used to determine students’ overall physical fitness and suggest areas for improve-
ment when appropriate.

Classes will begin unit lessons next week and will continue these throughout the school year.  Additional fitness assessments will 
be conducted throughout the year to track the success of our students. 

Ottawa Physical Education Academic Grading Scale
 
Participation        50%
Classroom Readiness       30% Semester Grade
Tests, Homework, Projects and Assessments     20%
Semester Exam        20% of Overall Grade

UNIFORMS
PE uniforms may be purchased at the school in either the girls’ or boys’ locker room preferably before school. Costs are as follows: 
T-Shirt     $7.00
Long Mesh or Sofee Short  $9.00

*** Uniforms are also available daily to rent for $1.00.

The OTHS Agriculture Department has started off the year with a lot of enthusiasm!  Our program is offering five different 
courses this year, giving the students a wide variety of study to meet their needs.  Students in our program also have the oppor-
tunity to join FFA.  In order to invite new students to learn more about the FFA organization, our student officer team hosted a 
“Week Of Welcome!”  Our goal was to “WOW” students with everything the Agriculture Department and FFA has to offer.  During 
the first full week of school, officers hosted events after school for students to attend and become more acquainted with the 
school organization.  The Agriculture Department is very proud to offer many different opportunities to meet our school’s diverse 
student interests!  If you want to know more about the Agriculture Department, please stop by our food stand at the home 
football games, we would be happy to discuss the program more with you while supporting our Pirates!

ART DEPARTMENT

The OTHS Art Department is gearing up for another productive year.  We have a bunch of talented students who are eager to 
make and create.
  
The Art 1 students are studying value and composition. Art 2 is focusing on observational drawing and portraiture.  Art 3 just 
started figure drawing, and the AP students are preparing work for their concentrations. Craft classes are learning how to batik, 
and the 3-Dimensional design students are carving high-relief sculptures.  Our Digital Photography students are learning how to 
manually control a DSLR camera. The Graphic Design students are learning Adobe Illustrator and logo design.



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

In-School Dentist

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! All of the teachers in the Science Department wish 
you a productive and enjoyable school year. We would like to welcome our newest science 
teacher, Ms. Kristina Kore. Ms. Kore is a recent graduate from Illinois State University and is 
teaching Biology and Astronomy. She can usually be found at the east end of the 800 floor.
 
We also wish to thank the OTHS Education Foundation for purchasing 30 new microscopes 
for the biology classes. The new scopes have rechargeable LED lights so they do not need to 
be constantly plugged in and are variable power like the old ones. The Foundation also 
purchased two additional digital microscopes that can be projected so the entire class can 
see the slide while the teacher explains what they are looking for. 
 
Before and after school tutoring is available on Tuesday and Thursday. Check with your 
teacher or check out one of the fliers posted on both the 700 and 800 hallways for details. 
You are encouraged to see your teacher before or after school as well for any topics that you 
are struggling with. 

Science clubs will be starting soon. Listen for the announcement of when the first meetings 
will be. Earth Club meets in room 707 and the ACS Chemistry Club will meet after school in 
room 703, usually on every other Wednesday. We plan to have several guest speakers this 
year, and we will be partnering with the IVCC ChemClub again for their annual SciFest, which 
is always the third Friday in April. Below are some pictures from the last SciFest.

 
  

The in-school dentist is coming to Ottawa Township High School on November 7, 2019.  
Parents can visit  www.MySchoolDentist.com to complete a registration form and have their 
child seen by the in-school dentist.  Please return permission forms by October 16, 2019.  
Contact Mrs. Modeen, School Nurse at 815-431-2461 for details



The OTHS Marching Pirates are in full swing.  At the end of July, they participated in band camp and marched in the Annual River-
fest Parade in August.   At the conclusion of the first week of school, they also marched in the Grand Ridge Parade.  This week, 
they are hard at work preparing for their first football performance.  The 2019 field show is the Greatest Showman featuring several 
songs from the movie.

The choirs began their year with national anthem and vocal jazz ensemble auditions.  This year's vocal jazz groups include the 
Vocal Interflow and Jazz Society.  These groups began rehearsing and are preparing for the year ahead.  The Concert, Treble, and 
Freshmen Girls Choirs have finished their voice checks and are beginning to set the foundation they will build upon throughout the 
year.

Both band and choir have several students preparing for the ILMEA auditions in October where the top students will be selected to 
participate in the District 2 concert and jazz festivals.  Each year, Ottawa sends numerous students to each of these festivals.  The 
top students at the district festival will be selected to attend the All-State Festival held in Peoria this January.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
We will be taking 8 OTHS American Government students to the annual LaSalle County Student Government Day at the LaSalle 
County Government Center on Thursday, October 10.  The students will attend a LaSalle County board meeting where they will be 
paired with a member of the county board.  Each student will shadow a board member for the afternoon and learn about their job 
responsibilities as well the day-day operation and responsibilities of the LaSalle County board.  

In September, the state and local history class will tour Reddick Mansion given by the Reddick Mansion Association.  The students 
will learn about the history and architecture of the mansion as well as one of Ottawa's most prominent early citizens, William 
Reddick, who called the mansion his home.  

Friday, August 30, The Social Science Department hosted, Carl Hulse, an Ottawa High School Alumni and a member of the Ottawa 
High School Hall of Fame.  Mr. Hulse is the Chief Correspondent for the New York Times and author of the book, Confirmation 
Bias, about Supreme Court appointments since President Obama.  This is another great opportunity for the students of OHS!


